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Scientific note

First record for the Gulf of Venice: the doridid sea slug
Goniodoridella picoensis (Paz-Sedano, Ortigosa & Pola, 2017),
spotted in the Lim Channel Marine Reserve, Croatia
(Mollusca: Heterobranchia: Doridida)

Martin Hef, Bastian Brenzinger, Sandro Dujmovi¢ & Roland R. Melzer

Goniodoridella picoensis is a small white dorid nudi-
branch with yellow-tipped cerata feeding, e.g., on
bryozoans. The species was discovered 2013 and first
described as Okenia picoensis almost one decade ago
from off the Azores Island of Pico (Paz-Sedano et al.
2017). Not included in reviews of that genus in the
Mediterranean (Garcia-Gomez et al. 2011, Pola et al.
2019), a clade with similar species was later placed
as sister to Okenia sensu lato (Paz-Sedano et al. 2024).
Since then, unaware of its original distribution pat-
tern, the species was observed in many parts of the
Mediterranean including the Kvarner Gulf (Fantin et
al. 2023) except the Gulf of Venice (see also https://
opistobranquis.info/en/guia/doridida/doridoidei/
onchidoridoidea/goniodoridella-picoensis/), start-
ing 2020 off Malta (Pontes & Madrenas 2021). The
distribution history reviewed by Trainito et al. 2022
and Pontes et al. 2025 either documents a rapid inva-
sion of this species into the Mediterranean, or simply
reflects the current history of discovery of a species
that has long been established there. During our
expedition to Limski zaljev Marine Reserve (north-
ern Adriatic Sea, Croatia) in 2025, one individual of
G. picoensis was spotted on September 29" during a
SCUBA dive far back in the channel (45°08'0.16" N,
13°41'53.22"E), at the south slope (depth 18 m) on red
algae with bryozoans (Fig. 1). This allows us to record
this species for the first time in the northernmost
Adriatic Sea (here: Marine Sector 9 sensu Bianchi
2004). The discovery presented here happened in
the course of a systematically broad-based long-term
inventory of the biodiversity of the Brijuni Marine
Protected Area and the adjacent marine waters. In
this context, we have already demonstrated the first
occurrence of other species in the northern Adriatic

Fig. 1. Photographicrecord of G. picoensis. Lim Channel
Marine Reserve, on red algae overgrown with bryozo-
ans, head is to the left (photo: M. He8, Sept. 29, 2025).

(e.g. Automate branchialis (Crustacea): Cesena et al.
2017, Stenopus spinosus (Crustacea): Melzer et al. 2023,
Apogon imberbis (Teleostei): Mavric et al. 2025). Such
studies are important for a realistic picture of marine
species composition and its temporal dynamics,
particularly as a basis for conservation-related deci-
sions in an era of global warming and the invasion
of non-native species.
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