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Hongshuia brevibarba, a new species of labeonin fishes 
(Pisces: Cyprinidae) 

from the upper Chang-Jiang basin 
in Guizhou Province, South China

Zhi-Xuan Zeng*, Wei-Han Shao**, ***, Zhi-Jun Jin**** and E Zhang**

Hongshuia brevibarba, new species, is described from a small tributary stream of the Qingshui-He (upper Chang-
Jiang basin) in Guiyang City, Guizhou Province, China. It can be distinguished from congeners by a combination 
of characters, including features of oromandibular structures, head shape and fin coloration. The new species 
exhibits a genetic distance of 4.2 % to 5.7 % between congeneric species. Hongshuia megalophthalmus is here regarded 
as a senior synonym of H. banmo.
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Introduction

The genus Hongshuia is composed of small-sized 
rheophilic benthic species of labeonine cyprinids 
(sensu Reid, 1982; Chen et al., 1984) currently 
known only from the Hongshui-He, a section of 
the middle Pearl River (= Zhu-Jiang in Chinese) 
basin (Zhang et al., 2020). Members of this genus 
exhibit a lower lip with its median lobe modified 
into a round fleshy plate, the peripheral part of 
which is greatly protruded to form a ring-like 
fold posteromedially continuous with the mental 
region, and the central part sunken to form a 
round and flat fleshy pad (Zhang et al., 2008). 

 Four species are ascribed to Hongshuia so 
far and the monophyly of the genus has been 
confirmed via  molecular phylogenetic analyses 
(Zheng et al., 2010; Yang et al., 2012). This genus 
was originally erected by Zhang et al. (2008) to 
accommodate two new species, H. paoli Zhang, 
Qiang & Lan, 2008, and H. banmo Zhang, Qiang 
& Lan, 2008 from the Hongshui-He (a section of 
the middle Zhu-Jiang basin), respectively at Paoli 
Village, Fengshan County and Banmo Village, 
Tian’e County, Guangxi Province. Concurrently, 
Sinocrossocheilus megalophthalmus Chen, Yang & 
Cui, 2006, a species originally from the same river 
at Banmo Village (type locality of H. banmo), were 
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SL; China: Guizhou Province: Zhu-Jiang basin in Libo 
County. – IHB 87IV506-7, IHB 87IV510, 3, paratypes, 
38.4-83.7 mm SL; China: Guizhou Province: Zhu-Jiang 
basin in Libo County. 

H. paoli: IHB 200210911, holotype, 54.6 mm SL;
China: Guangxi Province: Zhu-Jiang basin in Fengshan. 
– IHB 200210900-10, IHB 200210912-14, 14, paratypes,
47.2-65.4 mm SL; China: Guangxi Province: Zhu-Jiang 
basin in Fengshan county.
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