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Plugging the gap: description of a new Akysis species
represents a new record of the genus
from the Mae Klong drainage in western Thailand
(Teleostei: Siluriformes: Akysidae)

Heok Hee Ng*, Parinya Pawangkhanant** and Chatmongkon Suwannapoom™**

A new species of sisoroid catfish in the genus Akysis is described from the Mae Klong drainage in western Thailand,
marking the first record of this genus there. Akysis patrator, new species, can be distinguished from congeners in
having the adipose fin preceded by a long, low ridge contacting the base of the last dorsal-fin ray and a colour
pattern of a light brown body with a chocolate brown reticulate pattern on its sides.

Introduction

Catfishes in the genus Akysis are small-sized (no
larger than 60 mm SL), cryptically-coloured spe-
cies with tuberculate skin. Found in swift-flowing
streams and rivers, the genus is known from the
Irrawaddy River drainage eastwards to the rivers
draining the eastern face of the Annamite Range
in central Vietnam in the Indochinese peninsula,
and from the upper Mekong drainage in China
southwards to the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and
Java (the genus is absent from Borneo). Akysis
species are distinguished from confamilials in
having a visibly notched pectoral spine, nasals
expanded beyond the canal-bearing region, ter-
minal or very slightly subterminal mouth, narial

openings small and separated by a distance wider
than the base of the nasal barbel, and a truncate
or emarginate caudal fin (de Pinna, 1996; Ng &
Kottelat, 1998). There are 24 species of Akysis cur-
rently recognized (Ng & Kottelat, 2011), with the
bulk of the diversity (17 species) known from the
Indochinese Peninsula.

Specimens of Akysis were obtained by the
second author during biodiversity surveys in
the Mae Klong drainage in western Thailand.
As the genus had not been previously recorded
from this river drainage, this material was worth
further investigation. Our studies have indicated
that some of this material represents a previously
unnamed species, which is described herein as
Akysis patrator, new species.
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