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A new fish species of Garra
from the Western Ghats, India
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Bungdon Shangningam* , Shibananda Rath* and Laishram Kosygin*

A new species, Garra triangularis, is described from the Sakartod River at Khanvel, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, West-
ern Ghats, India. The new species belongs to the proboscis species group and differs from the hitherto described
congeners in having the following combination of characters: a triangular shaped labellum consisting of eight or
nine transverse ridges, a large conical tubercle directed laterally on each side of the transverse lobe of the snout,
relatively large and elongate papillae on torus and relatively large and widely arranged papillae on labrum.

Introduction

The genus Garra is a cyprinid fish characterized
by the presence of a gular disc. They are found
in Africa, and Southwest, South, Southeast and
East Asia. Species of Garra in South, Southeast
and East Asia are found in habitats with strong
current, such as rapids, torrents and waterfalls,
usually solitary under rocks or among stones
and boulders. Most have a dull brown to black
body with more or less distinct darker stripes
between scale rows on the posterior half of the
body (Kottelat, 2020).

Based on the snout morphology, Nebeshwar &
Vishwanath (2017) arranged the species of Garra
from South and Southeast and East Asia in five
distinct groups: (i) smooth snout species group;
(ii) transverse lobe species group; (iii) proboscis
species group; (iv) rostral flap species group; and
(v) rostral lobe species group.

During a faunal survey in the Sakartod River
at Khanvel, Dadra & Nagar Haveli Union terri-
tory, Western Ghats, India, an unnamed species
of Garra of the proboscis species group was col-
lected. A description and a name for this species
are provided further below.

Material and methods

The specimens were fixed in 10 % formalin and
then preserved in 70 % ethanol. Measurements
were made point to point with digital callipers
on the left side of the specimens to the nearest
0.1 mm whenever possible. Counts and measure-
ments follow Nebeshwar & Vishwanath (2013).
Identification of the elements of the gular disc
follows Kottelat (2020).

Lateral-line scales were counted from the ante-
riormost pored scale in contact with the shoulder
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