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Fig. 5.  Head colour and pattern of different colour morphs of T. labialis.

Fig. 4.  A morph 4 colour form of Trimeresurus labialis from Tapoiming.
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the daytime. All of the individuals observed were 
after 18:30 h despite surveys during the day time 
as well and the majority of them were observed 
to be actively foraging between 19:00 and 21:00 h. 
Hence, the diurnal habit of this species suggested 
by Vijayakumar & David (2006) does not apply 
to the ‘true’ T. labialis found in Car Nicobar. The 
plausible reason behind such a high degree of col-
our polymorphism in this species is not clear as the 
colour morphs were neither associated to sexes, nor 
their microhabitats. There are two more sympatric 
congeners namely T. andersoni Theobald, 1868 and 
T. davidi Chandramouli, Campbell & Vogel, 2020. 
The former is more of a microhabitat generalist, 
occurring on a range of microhabitats ranging from 
the ground, undergrowth to low lying shrubs and 
bushes while the latter is more arboreal, preferring 
shrubs and trees. T. labialis occurs on both these 
strata,  i. e., terrestrial and arboreal. Apart from these 
congeners, another small, nocturnal snake, Lycodon 
tiwarii Biswas and Sanyal, 1965 feeding on similar 
prey such as small lizards and frogs co-occurs with 
T. labialis. The bite from T. labialis causes localized 
pain and swelling of the bitten area, and there have 
been times when the victim recovered a day or two 

after having been bitten, with just the indigenous 
medication (Edmond pers. comm.). However, the 
local people usually kill these snakes out of fear, 
when they are encountered. Although T. labialis 
recorded during this study was quite abundant and 
it falls under the Schedule IV of the Indian Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972, the restricted distribution 
(Fig. 7) of this species, coupled with its venomous 
nature render it extremely vulnerable. It is notewor-
thy that there are no declared protected areas such 
as Wildlife Sanctuaries or National Parks within this 
small island and the existing forests are also facing 
threats due to exploitation.
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Fig. 6.  A road-killed individual of T. labialis from Tamaloo.
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Fig. 7.  Distribution (left) and locality records (right) of T. labialis.


