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Hypostomus krishnamurtii  
(Teleostei: Loricariidae)  

a new species from the medium and upper  
rio Tocantins basin in Brazil

Cláudio H. Zawadzki*, Iago S. Penido** and Paulo H. F. Lucinda***

Hypostomus krishnamurtii, new species, a pale-spotted species from the medium and upper portions of the rio 
Tocantins basin is herein described. The new species is distinguished from congeners by a combination of char-
acters: body with pale spots or vermiculations on darker background, 60-83 teeth on each mandibular row, one 
plate posteriorly bordering supraoccipital and moderate keels with odontodes.
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Introduction

Hypostomus (Siluriformes: Loricariidae) has about 
140 valid nominal species in Central and South 
America, being the most species-rich genus of 
the subfamily Hypostominae (Zawadzki et al., 
2017; Queiroz et al., 2020). The monophyly of 
the genus was hypothesized since first molecular 
studies on loricariids (Montoya-Burgos, 1998). 
Queiroz et al. (2020) performed a comprehensive 
molecular multilocus analysis on Hypostomus 
phylogenetic relationships and corroborated 
the hypothesis of a monophyletic Hypostomus. 
These authors proposed five main monophyletic 
lineages within Hypostomus: the H. cochliodon, 

H. hemiurus, H. auroguttatus, H. plecostomus and 
H. nematopterus clades. 
 Regarding the rio Araguaia-Tocantins basin, 
few species have been so far described. Hy-
postomus asperatus was described by Castelnau 
(1855) from a locality just expressed as Araguaia; 
H. atropinnis was described by Eigenmann & 
Eigenmann (1890) and H. goyazensis by Regan 
(1908), both species from the upper course of rio 
Vermelho, a tributary to rio Araguaia, in Goiás 
State; H. ericae was described by Hollanda Car-
valho & Weber (2004) from the upper rio Tocantins 
basin; H. faveolus, from the upper courses of the 
Araguaia and the Tocantins basins was described 
by Zawadzki, Birindelli & Lima (2008), and H. de-
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