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A small historic collection of freshwater fishes
from Tunisia and Algeria

Jorg Freyhof*, Giovanni A. C. Balma** and Giovanni B. Delmastro**

The results of a historic ichthyological expedition to Algeria and Tunisia are presented. In September 1982, 14
species were recorded at 32 locations. The only alien species recorded was Gambusia holbrooki, which was wide-
spread. Anaecypris punica and Haplochromis desfontainii are still recorded these times from Algeria, in addition to
Tropidophoxinellus callensis from the Tolga oasis, Enteromius macrops in the Arak gorges, and Haplochromis desfontainii
from Nefta in Tunisia. Lichia amia is recorded from a freshwater stream in Tunisia, which is remarkable, since this
species does not usually enter freshwaters in the Mediterranean basin.

Introduction

Understanding change in biodiversity is a great
challenge, especially in countries where little
investment is made for monitoring and regular
observation (Ponder et al., 2001; Pereira et al.,
2013). Specimens stored in collections can serve as
historical references for the geographic distribu-
tion of species (Fagan & Kareiva, 1997). In many
cases, these specimens are well-identified and data
is available via the Global Biodiversity Informa-
tion Facility (GBIF, www.gbif.org). However,
there are still many ‘grey’ data, which have not
yet been submitted to GBIF, often because species
had not been identified or authors did not find
it valuable enough to publish their data. These
data are of value for example to assess change
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in species distribution ranges, which is often the
most readily-available indicator demonstrating
species population trends. To track thus-far un-
published distribution data of freshwater fishes
from the Maghreb area and make them available
for future IUCN Red List assessments, Ford et al.
(2020) called upon the ichthyological community
to make data available.

In September 1982 two of us (GACB and GBD)
carried out an ichthyological field expedition to
Algeria and Tunisia. In the 38 years since this
collection, there was never time to publish the
results of this expedition. Motivated by JF and
the call by Ford et al. (2020), the old data were
revisited and the dataset is made available here
to the wider biodiversity community.
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