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Glyptothorax kailashi, a new species of catfish  
(Teleostei: Sisoridae)  
from Mizoram, India

Laishram Kosygin*, Pratima Singh** and Santanu Mitra*

Glyptothorax kailashi, new species, is described from the Kaladan River drainage in Mizoram, northeast India. The 
new species can be distinguished from its congeners by the following combination of characters: a deep caudal 
peduncle; nasal barbel reaching the anterior margin of the eye or slightly beyond, maxillary barbel longer than 
head length; an elongated thoracic adhesive apparatus, with skin ridges present over the entire apparatus in-
cluding the depressed region; anterior nuchal plate saddle-like with W-shaped extensions; and two longitudinal 
pale-cream stripes on the flanks.
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Introduction

Fishes of the genus Glyptothorax are rheophilic 
inhabiting fast flowing hill-streams or the fast 
flowing reaches of larger rivers (Jiang et al., 2011). 
They are widely distributed in hill streams and 
swift-flowing rivers from the Euphrates River 
drainage in eastern Turkey eastwards to the Yang-
tze River drainage and southwards to the Indian 
subcontinent and the Greater Sunda Islands (Ng 
& Kullander, 2013). Currently, seven species of 
Glyptothorax, viz., G. chimtuipuiensis, G. churama-
nii, G. ater, G. caudimaculatus, G. jayarami, G. ver-
rucosus, and G. gopii are known from the Kaladan 
(or Koladyne) River drainage in Mizoram, India. 
During a recent ichthyological survey of the tribu-
taries of the Kaladan River drainage in Mizoram, 
India, two specimens of an unnamed Glyptothorax 

were collected, which represent a new species de-
scribed herein and named as Glyptothorax kailashi.

Material and methods

Measurements and counts follow Ng & Kottelat 
(2013) with the addition of the greatest body depth 
measured at the dorsal-fin origin. Measurements 
were made on the left side of specimens with dial 
callipers to the nearest tenth of a millimetre. Fin 
rays were counted under a stereo-zoom binocular 
microscope. The number in parenthesis follow-
ing a count indicates the frequency of that count. 
Collection acronyms are as follows:  ZSI, Zoologi-
cal Survey of India, Kolkata;  MUMF, Manipur 
University Museum of Fishes, Imphal.
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