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Aborichthys kailashi and A. pangensis 
(Cypriniformes: Nemacheilidae), 

two new species from Arunachal Pradesh, India

Bungdon Shangningam*, Laishram Kosygin*, Bikramjit Sinha**  
and Shantabala Devi Gurumayum**

Two new species of Aborichthys are described from the Pange River of the Brahmaputra River basin, in Arunachal 
Pradesh, northeastern India. Aborichthys kailashi, new species, is characterized in having a prominent dorsal and 
ventral adipose crest, 28-36 black bars on the body, an incomplete lateral line interrupted before pelvic-fin origin 
and vent closer to caudal-fin base than to snout tip. Aborichthys pangensis, new species, is distinguished from con-
geners in having caudal peduncle with a dorsal and ventral adipose crest, 34-38 black bars on body, incomplete 
lateral line, pelvic fin nearer to anal-fin origin than to pectoral-fin origin, and a truncate caudal fin with clusters 
of black spots. A key to species of Aborichthys is provided.
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Introduction

The freshwater fish genus Aborichthys is a member 
of the family Nemacheilidae. Species of Aborich-
thys inhabit fast flowing, well-oxygenated hill 
streams of mountainous Himalayan ranges in the 
Ganga-Brahmaputra drainages of northeastern 
India and Putao, Myanmar. The genus Aborichthys 
is characterized by having an elongate body with 
uniform depth from nape to caudal-fin base; vent 
situated close behind pelvic girdle; pectoral-fin 
rays not produced and not reaching half the way 
to pelvic fin; pelvic-fin origin in front of dorsal 
fin, caudal fin rounded; color pattern consisting 
of oblique narrow stripes directed downwards 
backwards; a black spot at upper extremity of base 

of caudal fin, tail marked with concentric rings 
(Hora, 1921, 1925; Chaudhuri, 1913; Kottelat, 1990)
	 Nine species of Aborichthys are presently 
considered valid, viz. A. boutanensis, A. cataracta, 
A. elongatus, A. garoensis, A. iphipaniensis, A. kempi, 
A. tikaderi, A. verticauda, and A. waikhomi (Kosygin 
et al., 2019). Aborichthys boutanensis was consid-
ered a member of Paracobitis by Kottelat (2012) 
but Thoni & Hart (2015) demonstrated it to be 
a member of Aborichthys. Aborichthys kempi was 
placed as junior synonym of A. boutanensis by 
Thoni & Hart (2015). However, after examining 
the type specimens, A. kempi is herein considered 
as valid.
	 The Pange River is an important tributary of 
the Brahmaputra basin in Arunachal Pradesh, 
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