
1

Bryconops hexalepis
(Teleostei: Characidae),  

a new species from the rio Tocantins drainage, Brazil

Tharles L. O. Guedes*, Everton F. Oliveira** and Paulo H. F. Lucinda**

A new species of the genus Bryconops is described from the rio Tocantins. The new species is distinguished from 
congeners by the colour pattern, number of predorsal scales, rows of scales above the lateral line and around the 
caudal peduncle as well as horizontal eye diameter, distance from snout to dorsal-fin origin and maxillary length.
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Introduction

Bryconops, a genus of the family Characidae, 
comprises 24 valid species of small characids dis-
tributed across a major portion of South America 
in the Orinoco, Amazon, Tocantins-Araguaia, 
Paraná-Paraguay, and São Francisco river basins 
as well as smaller river systems of the Atlantic 
versant from the Essequibo to Oyapock (Lima 
et al., 2003; Chernoff & Machado-Allison, 2005; 
Wingert & Malabarba, 2011; Silva-Oliveira et al., 
2015, 2019; Guedes et al., 2016; Lucinda & Guedes, 
2018; Wingert et al., 2018).
	 Recent ichthyofaunal surveys throughout the 
upper portion of rio Tocantins drainage yielded 
samples of a new species of the subgenus Bryco-
nops. This paper intends to formally describe this 
new species.

Material and methods

Type and additional comparative specimens 
were examined from the following fish collec-
tions:  MCP, Museu de Ciências e Tecnologia, 
Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio Grande 
do Sul, Porto Alegre;  MNRJ, Museu Nacional, 
Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Rio de 
Janeiro;  MZUSP, Museu de Zoologia da Universi-
dade de São Paulo, São Paulo;  UNT, Laboratório 
de Ictiologia Sistemática, Universidade Federal 
do Tocantins, Porto Nacional. Measurements, 
counts and patterns of circuli and radii follow 
Guedes et al. (2016). Some specimens were cleared 
and stained (c&s) according to the procedures 
described in Taylor & Van Dyke (1985). Data of 
Bryconops rheoruber were taken from Silva-Oliveira 
et al. (2019).
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