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A new driftwood catfish species of Tatia  
(Teleostei: Auchenipteridae)  

from the western Amazon River basin in Colombia

Carlos DoNascimiento*, Juan Gabriel Albornoz-Garzón*  
and Jorge Enrique García-Melo**, ***

Tatia caudosignata, new species, is described from terra firme streams of the Colombian Amazon. The new species 
is distinguished from congeners by its unique coloration pattern consisting of dorsal region of head and body 
cloaked in dark pigment, fading to pale towards ventral region; dorsal fin almost completely dark (excepting 
distal margin and last ray); narrow white bilobed band along base of caudal fin; and posterior margin of caudal 
fin with uniformly, darkly pigmented interradial membranes. Comments are provided on the phylogenetic af-
finities of Tatia caudosignata.

Tatia caudosignata, especie nueva, es descrita de arroyos de terra firme del Amazonas colombiano. La especie nueva 
se distingue de sus congéneres por su patrón de coloración único, consistiendo de región dorsal de la cabeza y 
cuerpo oscura, difuminándose hacia la región ventral pálida; aleta dorsal casi completamente negra (exceptuando 
el margen distal y el último radio); banda estrecha blanca, bilobulada, a lo largo de la base de la aleta caudal; 
y porción distal de la aleta caudal con membranas interradiales uniformemente oscuras. Comentarios sobre las 
afinidades filogenéticas de Tatia caudosignata son ofrecidos.

Introduction

The Centromochlinae is a monophyletic group of 
auchenipterid catfishes characterized by mature 
males having an anal fin modified to form an 
intromittent organ (Soares-Porto, 1998; Birindelli 
et al., 2015). As remaining auchenipterids, centro-
mochlins are inseminating fishes, a unique feature 
that distinguishes this family among catfishes 

(Ferraris, 2003; Birindelli, 2014). Centromochlins 
are defined by three exclusive synapomorphies, 
all related to anatomical modifications of the anal 
fin of males (Soares-Porto, 1998; Birindelli, 2014): 
(1) anal fin obliquely oriented relative to body axis; 
(2) anal-fin proximal radials oblique relative to 
the body axis and not interdigitated with hemal 
spines of the adjacent vertebrae; and (3) anal-fin 
proximal radials partially or entirely fused togeth-
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