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Leiocassis bekantan  
(Teleostei: Bagridae),  

a new blackwater catfish from Borneo and Sumatra

Heok Hee Ng* and Heok Hui Tan**

A new species of bagrid catfish in the genus Leiocassis is described from blackwater habitats in south central Borneo, 
central and southern Sumatra. Leiocassis bekantan, new species, can be distinguished from congeners in having 
a more produced snout with a longer preoral region when viewed ventrally, short extensions of the outermost 
principal caudal-fin rays, and a unique combination of: highly reduced supraoccipital process with posterior 
tip separate from nuchal plate, head length 28.7-32.9 % SL, head width 46.9-55.7 % HL, length of dorsal spine 
12.6-16.8 % SL, posterior margin of dorsal spine smooth, length of pectoral spine 11.3-15.4 % SL, horizontally 
elongate pale spots on sides of body between dorsal and adipose fins, body depth at anus 11.2-15.5 % SL, anal 
fin with narrow brown band across middle third of fin, caudal peduncle depth 5.8-7.4 % SL, straight posterior 
margins of caudal-fin lobes, and 41-42 vertebrae. We also present evidence that L. hosii (previously considered a 
valid species) should be considered a junior synonym of L. micropogon.
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Introduction

Catfishes of the genus Leiocassis are easily dis-
tinguished from other Southeast Asian bagrids 
by an elongate, narrow head and a prominently 
protruding snout, in addition to a suite of os-
teological characters (Mo, 1991). The genus was 
recently thought to comprise six species (Ng 
& Lim, 2006) known from swift-flowing rivers 
and streams throughout Sundaic Southeast Asia 
(Malay Peninsula southwards from the Mae Nam 
Kolok drainage; Sumatra from the Alas River 
drainage southwards to the Musi River drainage; 
Bangka; Belitung; Ciberang River drainage in 

western Java; river drainages throughout Borneo). 
During ichthyological surveys of south central 
Borneo, specimens of a distinctive species of 
Leiocassis, characterized by a slender body and 
short extensions of the principal caudal-fin rays, 
were collected. As we were unable to identify 
this material, this prompted further study which 
revealed that the Bornean specimens, together 
with those collected from Sumatra in previous 
surveys, belong to an undescribed species. The 
description of this material as Leiocassis bekantan, 
new species, forms the basis of this study. A key 
to the genus is also provided.
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