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A new species of Rineloricaria
(Teleostei: Loricariidae)
from the upper Vaupés River, Amazon River basin,
Colombia

Alejandro Londofio-Burbano* and Alexander Urbano-Bonilla**

A new species of the genus Rineloricaria is described from the upper Vaupés River, upper Amazon basin, in Co-
lombia. The new species is distinguished from congeners by its coloration pattern composed of a dark dorsolateral
stripe on both sides of the body; and dorsal, pectoral, pelvic, and anal fins each with a dark spot occupying almost
the entire fin; an abdomen covered by irregular dark brown spots; few teeth on the premaxilla; and the number of
lateral plate series. Anidentification key for species of Rineloricaria from the Colombian Amazon basin is presented.

Se describe una nueva especie del género Rineloricaria para cuenca alta del rio Vaupés, Amazonia colombiana. La
nueva especie se diferencia de sus congéneres por: el patron de coloracién, compuesto por una banda longitudinal
dorso lateral oscura en ambos lados del cuerpo, y aletas dorsal, pectoral, pélvica, y anal con una mancha oscura
ocupando casi toda la aleta; un abdomen cubierto por manchas marrén oscuras irregulares, pocos dientes en el
premaxilar, y nimero de hileras de placas en las series laterales. Se presenta una clave de identificacién de las
especies registradas para la cuenca del Amazonas en Colombia.

Introduction teeth strong, deeply bicuspidate, and larger than

premaxillary; (5) coloration of dorsal region with

Rineloricaria currently includes 66 valid species  dark brown bars or blotches; (6) abdomen with
(Eschmeyer et al., 2018). A cladistic diagnosis of a conspicuous polygonal preanal plate, usually
Rineloricaria is not currently available. Neverthe-  bordered by other three large trapezoidal plates.
less, we follow Fichberg & Chamon (2008), who In addition, these authors included features as-
proposed the following features as diagnostic for ~ sociated with sexual dimorphism of mature males:
the genus: (1) postorbital notch present; (2) lower  (7) numerous hypertrophied odontodes along the
lip with short round papillae; (3) premaxilla sides of the head and the dorsal surface of pec-
with 7 to 15 teeth on each ramus; (4) dentary toral fin in some species (generally thick, short,
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