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Pimelodus speciosus
(Teleostei: Pimelodidae),
a new catfish species from the rio Tocantins drainage, Brazil

Thiago Costa e Silva*, Frank V. R. Ribeiro**, Carlos A. S. Lucena***
and Paulo H. E. Lucinda*

Pimelodus speciosus, new species, is described from the rio Tocantins drainage, Brazil. It differs from its congeners
by the possession of a unique colour pattern consisting of variably shaped dark blotches irregularly distributed
along the flanks and coalescing horizontally and vertically, and background coloration light pink to light grey.
Pimelodus speciosus is an additional example of species reinforcing the hypothesis of the rio Tocantins drainage

as an area of endemism within South America.

Introduction

Pimelodus is the most species-rich genus of the
Pimelodidae with 35 valid species, many de-
scribed over the last two decades (Lucinda et
al., 2016; Villa-Navarro et al., 2017). However, as
currently recognized, Pimelodus is a paraphyletic
genus of small to medium-sized pimelodid catfish
species (Lundberg & Littmann, 2003). Although
absent from some small riverine basins along
the Brazilian east coast, species of Pimelodus are
widely distributed throughout most of the cis-
and trans-Andean freshwater drainages of the
Neotropical region (Lundberg & Littmann, 2003;
Ferraris, 2007).

Five exclusive species of Pimelodus inhabit

the waters of the rio Tocantins drainage, namely:
P. halisodous, P.joannis, P.quadratus, P.stewarti,
and P.lucige in addition to the new species.
Furthermore, three non-exclusive species are
known to occur in this drainage: P. tetramerus
(rio Tocantins and rio Tapajés), P. blochii, and
P. ornatus, which are widely distributed in the
basins of Amazonas, Orinoco, upper Corantijn
and Sipaliwini (Mees, 1974; Lundberg & Littmann,
2003; Lucinda et al., 2016).

Ichthyofaunal surveys throughout the middle
and upper portions of rio Tocantins drainage
coupled with recent examination of voucher
specimens made possible the recognition of a
previously unrecognized species of Pimelodus.
Such new species is described herein.
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