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Stingrays of the family Dasyatidae are a highly 
adapted and successful family that occur in 
marine, estuarine and freshwater habitats in 
temperate and tropical areas worldwide (Last & 
Stevens, 1994; Last & Compagno, 1999). Several 
species are euryhaline and ascend rivers, while 
some species are confined to freshwater (Last 
& Compagno, 1999). Four species have been 
confirmed from western Indonesian freshwaters 
(Fluvitrygon kittipongi (Vidthayanon & Roberts, 
2006); Fluvitrygon signifer (Compagno & Rob-
erts, 1982); Pastinachus ater (Macleay, 1883); and 
Urogymnus polylepis (Bleeker, 1852)), but more 
species should be expected (Kottelat et al., 1993; 
Kottelat & Whitten, 1996; Iqbal & Yustian, 2016; 
Last et al., 2016a).
 Fluvitrygon oxyrhynchus (Sauvage, 1878) is 
a southeastern Asian stingray species found 
mainly in freshwaters from Thailand, Cambodia 
to Borneo (Compagno, 2016), but that possibly 
also occurs in estuaries (Last & Compagno, 
1999; Kottelat, 2013; Last et al., 2016a; Last et al., 
2016b). It is a very rare species, with only a few 
specimens in museum collections (Compagno, 
2016). Previously, F. oxyrhynchus was considered 
as a junior synonym of Himantura uarnak (Gmelin, 
1789) (Garman, 1913; Compagno & Roberts, 1982). 
Kottelat (1984) was the first author to recognize 

that F. oxyrhynchus was a valid species. Re-exami-
nation of the holotype of F. oxyrhynchus by Deynat 
& Fermon (2001) confirmed that F. oxyrhynchus is 
distinct from H. uarnak, and a senior synonym of 
H. krempfi (Chabanaud, 1923).
 The geographical distribution of Fluvitrygon 
oxyrhynchus is poorly known; it is recorded from 
only four riverine systems in Cambodia and Thai-
land (Compagno, 2016); and in Borneo (Kottelat 
& Whitten, 1996; Compagno, 2016; Last et al., 
2016a). It has been stated that this species also 
occurs in Sumatra (Kottelat & Whitten, 1996), but 
that its status there is unclear. Moreover, Last et 
al. (2016a) did not report Sumatra as part of the 
distribution range of F. oxyrhynchus. In this paper, 
we report a photograph of F. oxyrhynchus from the 
Musi drainage, providing evidence to confirm its 
presence in Sumatra. 
 An individual Fluvitrygon oxyrhynchus was 
obtained (but not preserved) from a local fisher-
man on 24 August 2006 in the Musi drainage, 
Sumatra. The specimen was caught near Upang 
village (02°38'38" S 104°56'12" E), Upang subdis-
trict, Banyuasin district, South Sumatra province, 
Indonesia (Fig. 1). The village is about 30 km 
inland. This fish was 21 cm disc width and 61 cm 
total length. Approximately 10 visits to the Musi 
drainage during 2006-2016 failed to record F. oxy-
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