75

Ichthyol. Explor. Freshwaters, Vol. 28, No. 1, pp. 75-81, 5 figs., 1 tab., August 2017
© 2017 by Verlag Dr. Friedrich Pfeil, Miinchen, Germany — ISSN 0936-9902

On the identity of Mastacembelus dayi
with notes on M. alboguttatus
(Teleostei: Mastacembelidae)

Ralf Britz*

The identity of Mastacembelus dayi is discussed and a lectotype is designated. Mastacembelus alboguttatus is a senior
synonym of M. dayi and the valid name for this species. It grows up to at least 700 mm SL and is known from its
type locality, the Sittang, large parts of the Chindwin and from the Ayeyarwaddy around Mandalay.

Introduction

Myanmar is a centre of diversity for Asian mem-
bers of the family Mastacembelidae (spiny eels)
with currently 13 recognized species. Seven of
these species have been known for more than
100 years, while the remaining six species were
only described in the last ten years (Britz, 2007,
2010a-b). Among the former is Mastacembelus
dayi named by Boulenger (1912) in his key to the
mastacembelid species. Two subsequent revisions
(Sufi, 1956; Roberts, 1986) of Asian spiny eels
included the mastacembelid species of Myanmar,
but arrived at different conclusions regarding
the status of M. dayi. Sufi (1956) considered it a
synonym of M. unicolor whereas Roberts (1986)
treated it as a valid species close to M. alboguttatus.
Neither Sufi (1956) nor Roberts (1986) actually
studied any type material of M. dayi. The name
M. dayi has a somewhat complex history as it
was based by Boulenger (1912) not on material
at his disposal, but on M. unicolor of Day (1876)

and Vinciguerra (1890). Day’s (1876: 339) M. uni-
color was mentioned in his ‘Fishes of India’ and
he illustrated a specimen of this species from
“Rangoon” that he had received from “Professor
Peters, of Berlin.” Vinciguerra (1890) listed three
specimens of M. unicolor from Mandalay from
Leonardo Fea’s collection. The present paper
serves to clarify the status of M. dayi based on
recent efforts to track down Day’s (1876) and
Vinciguerra’s (1890) specimens.

Material and methods

Measurements were taken with digital callipers
to the nearest 0.1 mm following Britz (2007). Ver-
tebral numbers were counted from radiographs.
Fin-ray counts for unpaired fins were also ob-
tained from radiographs or occasionally under
transmitted light, those of pectoral fins only from
alcohol specimens under transmitted light. The
count of caudal-fin rays includes also the small
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