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Schistura titan, a new species of loach  
from Dakchung Plateau, southern Laos  

(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)

Maurice Kottelat*

Schistura titan, new species, is described from the Dakchung Plateau in southern Laos. It is distinguished by the 
presence of a large posterior chamber of the air bladder in the abdominal cavity, 8 + 7 branched caudal-fin rays; 
maximum known size 95 mm SL; 17 or 18 bars on flank; the nostril flap pointed, reaching the anterior margin 
of the eye; and 8 1/2 branched dorsal-fin rays. Dakchung Plateau lies at 800-1400 m asl; only 11 fish species are 
known from the plateau, of which four apparently are endemic.

* Rue des Rauraques 6, 2800 Delémont, Switzerland (permanent address); and Lee Kong Chian Natural History 
Museum, National University of Singapore, 2 Conservatory Drive, Singapore 117377.   
E-mail: mkottelat@dplanet.ch

Introduction 

Loaches of the genus Schistura typically occur in 
fast flowing water of small streams and less often 
in other habitats, such as large rivers and caves. 
The genus presently includes about 210 valid 
species (pers. obs., updated from Kottelat, 2012, 
2013); it has its greatest diversity in Southeast Asia 
(Irrawaddy, Salween, Mae Khlong, Chao Phraya, 
Mekong and Red River drainages, and drainages 
in between) from where about 160 species have 
been described. Most species are described and 
figured in Kottelat (1990, 1998, 2000, 2001) and 
Freyhof & Serov (2001). Nonetheless, new species 
are still described (e. g., Bohlen & Šlechtová, 2010, 
2013a-b; Ou et al., 2011; Plongsesthee et al., 2011, 
2013; Chen & Neely, 2012; Bohlen et al., 2014, 
2016; Kottelat, 2017a-d). The interrelationships 
within Schistura have not been studied yet but 
the accumulating morphological, molecular and 

distribution data unsurprisingly indicate that the 
genus is paraphyletic (e. g., Freyhof et al., 2016: 
pers. obs.). 
 Dakchung Plateau is part of the Annamite 
Range in southern Laos, at about 800-1400 m asl, 
east of the Xe Kong (there around 110 m asl). The 
plateau is about 40 × 60 km. Most of the plateau 
is drained by the Xe Kaman, which flows to the 
southwest and enters the Xe Kong (at Attapeu), 
itself a tributary of the Mekong, which it enters at 
Stung Treng in Cambodia. On the west of the Xe 
Kong is the Bolaven Plateau, at 800-1400 m asl, 
in whose different drainages 35 fish species have 
been collected, of which 17 (49 %) are endemic to 
the plateau (Ng & Kottelat, 2014, 2017; Kottelat, 
2017c-d). This high diversity results from isolation 
on the plateau, which all the rivers leave through 
waterfalls.
 A brief survey of the fishes of Dakchung Pla-
teau was conducted in 2011. There was no prior 
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