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Schistura indawgyiana,
a new loach from Lake Indawgyi basin, Myanmar
(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)

Maurice Kottelat*

Schistura indawgyiana, new species, is described from a hill stream, tributary of Lake Indawgyi, Myanmar. It is
distinguished from other species of Schistura in Southeast Asia by having an irregular blackish midlateral stripe
made of a row of closely-set, vertically elongated blotches; the absence of a regular saddle pattern on the back;
a small oval black blotch at the middle of the base of the caudal fin; a reduced number of branched rays in pectoral
(8-9), pelvic (7) and caudal fins (7+7); and an incomplete lateral line ending before the origin of the pelvic fin.

Introduction

Loaches of the genus Schistura typically occur in
fast flowing water of small streams and less often
in other habitats such as large rivers and caves.
The genus presently includes about 210 valid spe-
cies (pers. obs., updated from Kottelat, 2012). The
genus has its greatest diversity in Southeast Asia
(Irrawaddy, Salween, Mae Khlong, Chao Phraya,
Mekong and Red River drainages, and drainages
in between) from where about 160 species have
been described; most are described and figured
in Kottelat (1990, 1998, 2000, 2001) and Freyhof
& Serov (2001). Besides, new species are still
regularly described (e.g., Bohlen & Slechtova,
2010, Ou et al., 2011, Plongsesthee et al., 2011,
2013, Bohlen et al., 2016), especially in Myanmar
(e.g., Bohlen & Slechtova, 2013a-b; Bohlen et al.,
2014; Chen & Neely, 2012). The interrelationships
within Schistura have not been studied yet but

the accumulating morphological, molecular and
distribution data unsurprisingly show that the
genus is paraphyletic.

Lake Indawgyi is located in the Indawgyi ba-
sin, Myanmar, in the hills southwest of Myitkyina.
The first information on the fish fauna of Lake
Indawgyi were published by Prashad & Mukeriji
(1929). They recorded 64 species from the lake
itself and its tributaries. Since, a few ichthyolo-
gists visited the lake and this has resulted in the
addition of a few species, either already known
from elsewhere in Myanmar or new to science
(e.g., Britz, 2007, 2010; Kullander, 2008, 2012;
Kullander & Britz, 2002; Kullander & Fang, 2005;
Ng & Kottelat, 2007, 2009).

A survey conducted in 2013 by the Forest De-
partment, the Zoology Department of Myitkyina
University and Fauna & Flora International, and
additional observations made in 2014, brought the
number of species from the lake and its basin to 95
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