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Nothobranchius streltsovi, 
a new species of annual killifish with two male colour morphs 

from the Malagarasi drainage, central Tanzania 
(Teleostei: Cyprinodontiformes: Nothobranchiidae)

Stefano Valdesalici*

Nothobranchius streltsovi, new species, is described from specimens collected in pools associated with seasonal streams 
in upper catchments of the Ugalla River, Malagarasi drainage, central Tanzania. It belongs to the N. ugandensis 
species group based on male diagnostic characters comprising light blue scales with a broad, irregular reticulated 
pattern on the body, vivid red or orange oblique bars on the head and dorsum, yellow or blue anal fin, large 
vivid red spots on dorsal and anal fins, rounded head with a slightly concave to nearly straight dorsal profile, 
predorsal profile convex from nape to posterior extremity of dorsal-fin base, and variable cephalic squamation. 
Nothobranchius streltsovi has two sympatric colour morphs and is distinguished from all other members of the 
N. ugandensis group by the following combination of characters: scale margins orange; caudal fin orange, spotted 
proximally; pectoral fin spotted proximally; anal and pelvic fins with red dots, light blue proximally, yellow or 
creamy white distally; seven branchiostegal rays; 31-34 longitudinal, 14-16 transverse, and 15-16 circumpedun-
cular scales; supraorbital neuromast formula 2 + 3 + 4.

* Via Cà Bertacchi 5, 42030 Viano (RE), Italy. E-mail: valdesalici.stefano@gmail.com

Introduction

The genus Nothobranchius comprises a group of 
small fishes inhabiting temporary savannah pools 
in Eastern Africa. The genus currently contains 
about 70 valid species distributed from Sudan 
to South Africa, and from Chad to Zanzibar 
and the Mafia islands in Tanzania (Wildekamp, 
2004). All Nothobranchius species are annual; the 
adults die when the ephemeral habitat dries out 
and the next generation survives in the form of 
desiccation-resistant eggs encased in dry mud 
(Watters, 2009). The eggs hatch after the onset of 
the rainy season, develop and grow rapidly, and 

some species can reach sexual maturity in less 
than three weeks (Blažek et al., 2013).
 In central Tanzania the following species 
have been recorded: N. neumanni (Hilgendorf, 
1905), N. usanguensis Wildekamp, Watters & 
Shidlovskiy, 2014, N. sagittae Wildekamp, Wat-
ters & Shidlovskiy, 2014, N. seegersi Valdesalici 
& Kardashev, 2011, N. serengetiensis Wildekamp, 
Watters & Shidlovskiy, 2014 (N. neumanni species 
group sensuWildekamp et al., 2014), N. taeniopy-
gus Hilgendorf, 1891, N. ivanovae Valdesalici, 2012 
(N. taeniopygus species group sensu Valdesalici, 
2012), N. kardashevi Valdesalici, 2012 plus an uni-
dentified taxon referred to as N. sp. ‘Lake Victoria’ 
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