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The true identity of the holotype of Hepsetus odoe
and the names of the two West African species of Hepsetus
(Teleostei: Hepsetidae)

Eva Decru®, Jos Snoeks* and Emmanuel Vreven*

Re-examination of the holotype of Hepsetus odoe indicates that it falls within the range of H. akawo and conse-
quently H. akawo is a junior synonym of H. odoe. As a result, the specimens from the western part of West Africa
(from the Senegal to the Cavally River), formerly attributed to H. odoe, remain unnamed. The species is named

as H. occidentalis, new species.

Une ré- analyse de I'holotype de H. odoe indique qu’il tombe dans la fourchette de H. akawo et que, donc, H. akawo
doit étre considéré comme synonyme junior de H. odoe. Par conséquent, les spécimens de la partie occidentale de
I’ Afrique de I'Ouest, c’est-a-dire du Sénégal jusqu’a la riviere Cavally, auparavant attribués a H. odoe, restent non
attribués. L’espece est nommée Hepsetus occidentalis, nouvelle espece.

Introduction

The African pike, Hepsetus odoe (Bloch, 1794), was
until recently considered to be the only valid
species within the genus and within the family
Hepsetidae. Hepsetus odoe was described based
on a single specimen from the “Coasts of Guinea”
(Bloch, 1794). Several other nominal taxa have
been described: H. cuvieri (Castelnau, 1861) from
“Lac N’gami” in Botswana; H. odoe var. lineata
(Pellegrin, 1926) from “Tshela, Chiloango” in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC); and H. odoe
var. microlepis (Boulenger, 1901) from “Congo et
lac Ngami” in the DRC and Botswana. Roberts
(1984) synonymised H. cuvieri with H. odoe, but

without explanation; he also did not recognize
the subspecies.

A recent study of the south-African Hepsetus
specimens led to a revalidation of H. cuvieri (Zen-
geya et al., 2011). Another study (Decru et al.,
2012) revealed that within West Africa two Hep-
setus species can be recognised, i. e. H. odoe, which
has a far more restricted distribution than previ-
ously thought and occurs from the Senegal River
(Senegal) in the west up to the Cavally River
(Ivory Coast) in the east, and a new species,
H. akawo. The distribution of the latter species
extends from the Sassandra River (Ivory Coast)
southwards to the Kribi River (Cameroon) (Decru
et al., 2013). Both species could be distinguished
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