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Schistura crocotula,
a new loach from Peninsular Thailand
(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)

Rungthip Plongsesthee*, Maurice Kottelat* and F. William H. Beamish*

Schistura crocotula, a new species, is described from Khanan River, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, southern
Thailand. It is distinguished from other species of Schistura in Southeast Asia by a depressed head; 6-11 dark
brown bars against an orange background; the first bar is the widest, two bars are under dorsal fin; interspaces
are often indistinct on posterior part of body; a thick black bar at the base of the caudal fin.

Introduction

Loaches of the genus Schistura typically occur in
fast flowing water of small streams and less often
in large rivers and caves. The genus presently
contains 193 valid species (Kottelat, 2012, up-
dated) with its greatest diversity in Southeast Asia
(Salween, Mae Khlong, Chao Phraya, Mekong
and Red River drainages and drainages in be-
tween) from where about 130 species have been
described. Four species have been documented
from the Malay Peninsula: S. balteata (Tenasserim,
Myanmar), S. udomritthiruji (Andaman Sea slope
between Ranong and Takua Pa), S. robertsi (Anda-
man Sea slope between Kra Buri and Langkawi
Islands, and Tapi drainage on the Gulf of Thailand
slope) and S. mahnerti (Gulf of Thailand slope
southwards to Prachuap Khiri Khan). The genus
has not been recorded from the southern Malay

Peninsula, Sumatra, and Java (Kottelat, 1990, 1998,
2000, 2011; Bohlen & Slechtova, 2009). A single
species from Borneo (S.maculiceps) has been
placed in the genus Schistura but this requires
re-examination (MK, pers. obs.). Interrelation-
ships within Schistura have not been studied yet
but the accumulating morphological, molecular
and distribution data suggest the genus is para-
phyletic. Presently, many more species of Schist-
ura await description (MK, pers. obs.). The present
article describes a new species from Khanan
River, in southern Thailand.

Material and methods
Fishes were captured with an Advance Backpack

ADP-2 Electrofisher and seines. After capture, fish
were killed in an overdose of methane tricaine
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