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Psilorhynchus maculatus, a new species of torrent minnow 
from the Chindwin basin, Manipur, India 

(Teleostei: Psilorhynchidae)

Bungdon Shangningam* and Waikhom Vishwanath*

Psilorhynchus maculatus, new species, is described from the Challou River, Chindwin basin in Manipur, India. It 
is characterised in having black blotches laterally on the body, anterior ones obscured by deeper background 
pigmentation; two rows of black spots in the middle of the dorsal fin, spots only on the branched rays; horizon-
tally arranged pointed tubercles on the rostral cap; 35-36 scales on the lateral line and small black pigmentations 
on the caudal fin. 
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Introduction

The genus Psilorhynchus, includes nineteen valid 
species of small sized freshwater torrential fishes 
with arched back and flattened ventral surface, 
distributed in the rivers and streams of the 
Ganga-Brahmaputra drainage of north eastern 
India, Nepal, Bangladesh and south eastern Tibet, 
the streams of the Western Ghats in the South-
western part of Karnataka, Peninsular India, the 
Irrawaddy drainage of northern and central My-
anmar, and the Ataran River basin of southern 
Myanmar (Rainboth, 1983; Conway & Kottelat, 
2007; Arunachalam & Muralidharan, 2008). 
 Recent ichthyological surveys conducted in 
the Challou River, Chindwin basin in Manipur, 
revealed a species belonging to Psilorhynchus that 
is readily distinguished from its congeners and 
is herein described as Psilorhynchus maculatus, 
new species.

Material and methods

Measurements were made on the left side of the 
specimens with digital callipers to the nearest 
0.1 mm following Conway & Kottelat (2010). The 
last rays of dorsal and anal fins articulating with 
the same pterygiophore are counted separately. 
Numbers in parentheses after a specific count 
indicate the number of specimens with that count. 
Fin rays and numbers of scales were counted 
under a stereo-zoom transmitted light microscope. 
Number of vertebrae and procurrent rays were 
counted from radiographs following Roberts 
(1989). Morphometric data are expressed in per-
centages of standard length (SL) and head length 
(HL). Museum codes follow Eschmeyer (1998), 
with the addition of: ZSI/ERS, Zoological Survey 
of India, Eastern Regional Station, Shillong, India; 
and MSUMNH, Manonmaniam Sundaranar 
University Museum of Natural History, Alwarku-
richi, Tamil Nadu, India.
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