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Revision of the loach genus Afronemacheilus 
(Teleostei: Balitoridae: Nemacheilinae) 

with description of a new species 
from the Omo-Turkana basin, Ethiopia

Artém M. Prokofiev* and Alexander S. Golubtsov*

The African stone loach genus Afronemacheilus is revised. The type species, A. abyssinicus, is re-described. 
Afronemacheilus kaffa, new species, is described from two localities in the middle reaches of the Gojeb River drain-
age, Omo-Turkana basin, in south-western Ethiopia. The species are distinguished from each other in position of 
nares, intestine structure, and coloration.
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Introduction

The stone loaches of the subfamily Nemacheilinae 
are widely distributed in the inland waters of 
Eurasia (excluding its northernmost part). The 
subfamily is also known from Africa, with the 
genus Afronemacheilus Golubtsov & Prokofiev, 
2009, known from the upper reaches of the Omo-
Turkana, Blue Nile and, probably, White Nile 
systems within the limits of Ethiopia (Prokofiev, 
2009). Boulenger (1902) described Nemachilus 
abyssinicus, the type species of Afronemacheilus, 
on the basis of a single specimen collected by 
Edward J. E. Degen in the outlet of the Blue Nile 
from Lake Tana (Roberts, 1984). The species was 
not collected again until 1992 (Dgebuadze et al., 
1994). Thereafter it was found also in the Gojeb 
River, the Omo-Turkana basin (Dgebuadze et al., 
1994), and Lake Tana itself (Nagelkerke, 1997: 14).

Bânârescu et al. (1982) and later Bânârescu & 
Nalbant (1995) suggested that the African stone 
loaches should be treated as a separate genus, but 
did not name it. The genus Afronemacheilus was 
described by Golubtsov & Prokofiev (in Prokofiev, 
2009).
 In the present study, we describe a new spe-
cies from the Omo-Turkana basin and re-describe 
A. abyssinicus.

Material and methods

Our samples were caught with a frame net from 
a depth less than 0.5 m. In 1992, the sample from 
the Gojeb River was collected using both frame 
net and electrofishing.
 Thirty two measurements (listed in Table 1) 
were taken following Kottelat (1990) using dis-
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