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Revision of the trans-Andean scrapetooths genus Saccodon
(Ostariophysi: Characiformes: Parodontidae)

Carla Simone Pavanelli* and Wayne C. Starnes**

The nominal species of the parodontid genus Saccodon were studied with regard to recognition of valid species.
Fifty-five meristic and morphometric characters taken from representative material from all basins of occurrence
were analyzed, along with relevant literature. According to that analysis, three species were recognized as valid
from among eight nominal species: S. dariensis, S. terminalis and S. wagneri. Descriptions and diagnoses are pro-
vided, as well as information about geographical distribution, pictures, key for identification and remarks on
published papers treating species of Saccodon.

Espécies nominais do género parodontideo Saccodon foram estudadas com relagdo ao reconhecimento de espécies
validas. Cinquenta e cinco caracteres meristicos e morfométricos tomados de material representativo de todas as
bacias de ocorréncia foram analisados, juntamente com relevante literatura. Conforme esta analise, trés espécies
foram reconhecidas como vélidas dentre oito espécies nominais: S. dariensis, S. terminalis e S. wagneri. Descrigdes
incluindo diagnoses sao fornecidas, assim como informagdes sobre a distribuigdo geogréfica, fotos, chave de

identificacdo e comentarios sobre os artigos publicados envolvendo espécies de Saccodon.

Introduction

Parodontidae is widely distributed in uplands
throughout South America and part of Panama,
except in some coastal basins, Patagonia, and the
main Amazon channel (Pavanelli, 2003). Cur-
rently, there are three genera recognized in the
family, Parodon Valenciennes, 1849, Apareiodon
Eigenmann, 1916 and Saccodon Kner, 1863. Sacc-
odon contains a few northerly-restricted species,
which are distributed from Panama to the north-
ern Andes, being absent from the trans-Andean
region South of the Sechura Desert in Peru and

the whole cis-Andean region east of the Magda-
lena basin in Colombia. They usually do not
surpass 20 cm of length, thus have little com-
mercial importance. They are frequently found
in rapid waters, where, aided by expansive pec-
toral fins, they maintain position near the sub-
strate and feed mainly by scraping the epilithon.

Kner (1863) described the genus Saccodon,
type-species S.wagneri, from Ecuador. He dif-
ferentiated it from Parodon by, among other fea-
tures, the absence of maxillary and mandibular
teeth. Kner (1863) published an abstract of his
work in the Proceedings of the Royal Bavarian
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