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Hypostomus melanephelis,
a new armored catfish species
from the rio Tapajos basin, Brazil
(Teleostei: Loricariidae)

Claudio H. Zawadzki*, Andreza S. Oliveira**, Renildo R. de Oliveira**
and Lucia Rapp Py-Daniel***

Hypostomus melanephelis, new species, is described from the rio Tapajés basin, Para State, Brazil. It is distinguished
from all congeners by having conspicuous, roundish and tiny set of dark spots, abdominal region mostly naked,
a depressed head, keels along dorsal, mid-dorsal and median lateral series of plates, and a caudal fin usually
without spots. It is only known from the type-locality at the rio Tapajos, just downstream of the mouth of the rio

Jamanxim.

Hypostomus melanephelis, nova espécie, é descrita do rio Tapajos, estado do Para, Brasil. A nova espécie é diag-
nosticada de suas congéneres por apresentar pintas escuras diminutas, evidentes e arredondadas, regido abdo-
minal amplamente nua, cabeca deprimida, quilhas ao longo das séries de placas dorsal, médio dorsal e lateral, e
nadadeira caudal usualmente sem pintas. A nova espécie somente é conhecida de sua localidade tipo, o rio Ta-

pajos, logo abaixo da foz do rio Jamanxim.

Introduction

The loricariid armored catfishes include more
than 800 valid species divided in seven subfami-
lies: Delturinae, Hypoptopomatinae, Hypostom-
inae, Lithogeneinae, Loricariinae, Neopleco-

stominae and Othothyrinae (Reis et al., 2006;
Chiachio et al., 2008). Within the Hypostominae,
the genus Hypostomus contains about 135 species
(Zawadzki et al., 2014; Tencatt et al., 2014) and it
is present in most cis-andean river systems in the
Neotropical region (Montoya-Burgos, 2003).
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