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Schistura mizoramensis, 
a new species of loach from Mizoram, northeastern India 

(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)

Lalramliana*, ***, Samuel Lalronunga*, **, Vanramliana* and Hmar Lalthanzara*

Schistura mizoramensis, new species, is described from Tuirivang River, a tributary of Tuirial River (Barak drain-
age) in Mizoram, northeastern India. It is distinguished from its congeners in having a unique colour pattern with 
a prominent dark brown longitudinal stripe along midlateral line from upper edge of gill opening to middle of 
caudal-fin base; a dark brown stripe on the dorsal midline from dorsal-fin origin to dorsal part of caudal-fin base; 
network of bars which reduce the light yellowish ground color to isolated spots on the flanks and predorsal region 
of dorsum. It is further distinguished from its congeners in having the combination of characters: 9 + 8 branched 
caudal-fin rays, complete lateral line and absence of suborbital flap in males.
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Introduction

The genus Schistura is the most diverse genus 
within the family Nemacheilidae, comprising 
more than 200 valid species. They inhabit running 
waters of hill streams of most continental Asia 
and adjacent islands (including Greater Sunda 
Islands), and Europe and northeast Africa (Ethi-
opia). Twenty three species of Schistura are known 
to be present in the Ganges-Brahmaputra basin 
(see Kottelat, 2012; Lokeshwor et al., 2012; Lokesh-
wor & Vishwanath, 2013; Lalronunga et al., 2013).
 Recent ichthyofaunal survey conducted along 
Turivang River, tributary of Tuirial River (Barak 
drainage), Mizoram, northeastern India obtained 
a Schistura species that markedly differs from 

other species of the genus already reported from 
the basin. It is described here as Schistura mizoram-

ensis.

Material and methods

The specimens were preserved in 10 % formalin 
and later transferred to 70 % alcohol. Counts and 
measurements were made on the left side of 
specimens following Kottelat (1990), with the 
exclusion of total length, and the addition of body 
depth taken in front of anal fin. Measurements 
were made point to point with digital calipers to 
the nearest 0.1 mm. Measurements, except stand-
ard length, are given as proportions of standard 
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