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Acanthobrama thisbeae, a new species of bream  
from southern Anatolia, Turkey  

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Jörg Freyhof* and Müfit Özulug**

Acanthobrama thisbeae, new species, is described from the lower Ceyhan and Orontes Rivers in Turkey. It is dis-
tinguished from other species of the genus by having 73-86 + 3-4 scales along the lateral line, a thin and short last 
unbranched dorsal-fin ray, flank scales with a crenulated posterior margin, and 14-16 1/2 branched anal-fin rays. 
Acanthobrama orontis is a valid species distributed in the Orontes, Ceyhan and Seyhan rivers. Eleven species are 
recognised as valid in the genus Acanthobrama (A. centisquama, A. hadiyahensis, A. lissneri, A. marmid, A. microlepis, 
A. orontis, A. persidis, A. telavivensis, A. thisbae, A. tricolor, A. urmianus). Acanthalburnus is treated as a synonym of 
Acanthobrama. 
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Introduction

Three species of Acanthobrama are known from 
Turkey: A. centisquama from the Orontes [Asi] 
drainage, A. marmid from the Qweik, the Euphra-
tes and the Tigris drainages, and A. microlepis 
from the Kura and the Arax drainages. In Sep-
tember 2009 we visited two fishermen on the bank 
of the Ceyhan River who had specimens of two 
species of Acanthobrama. One species was super-
ficially similar to A. marmid, which had already 
been reported from the Ceyhan by Kara et al. 
(2004). The finding of an additional species of 
Acanthobrama in the Ceyhan, however, was un-
expected. No such species was ever mentioned 
from this area at that point of time and there were 
no publications that suggested the occurrence of 
two species of Acanthobrama in the Ceyhan. 

Bostancı (2006) studied the fishes of the Ceyhan 
and did not record this species. As one of the two 
species we recorded had more scales along the 
lateral line, we first guessed that this might be 
A. centisquama, a species known only from the 
Orontes drainage but not reported for more than 
50 years. 
 Later it became evident that this species does 
not agree with the figure of the type of A. centi-
squama by Heckel (1843; reproduced here as Fig. 4) 
as well as the descriptions of the species by Coad 
(1984) and Krupp (1985). But instead it represents 
a new species, which is described here. It also 
became evident that the second species from the 
Ceyhan, that we first identified as A. marmid, is 
also a distinct species, for which the name A. oron-
tis is available.
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