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Encheloclarias medialis, a new catfish from southern Borneo
(Teleostei: Clariidae)

Heok Hee Ng*

Encheloclarias medialis, new species, is described from the Mentaya River drainage in southern Borneo. It is dis-
tinguished from other Southeast Asian congeners in having the combination of 48 anal-fin rays, anal and caudal
fins confluent only at their bases, gently curving dorsal margin of adipose fin, 40 postanal vertebrae, 2 indistinct
serrations on the posterior margin of the pectoral spine, 7 rakers on the first ceratobranchial, body depth at anus
9.8 % SL, head length 19.2 % SL, head width 13.7 % SL, and interorbital distance 42 % HL.

Introduction

Catfishes of the genus Encheloclarias are restricted
to the blackwater habitats of Sundaic Southeast
Asia. They are the most poorly-known of Asian
clariid catfishes and are easily distinguished from
Asian Clarias by the presence of a moderately
long adipose fin that is not supported by exten-
sions of the neural spines. The genus was long
thought to be monotypic, but much hidden di-
versity in the genus has been described within
the last 20 years (Ng & Lim, 1993; Ng & Tan,
2000).

A single specimen of Encheloclarias was ob-
tained from the Mentaya River drainage in
southern Borneo. Comparisons of this material
with congeners have revealed differences thatled
to the recognition of an unnamed species de-
scribed in this study. Efforts made to obtain ad-
ditional material from the same area were unsuc-
cessful, and the following description is thus
based on a single specimen.
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Material and methods

Measurements were made point to point with
dial calipers and data recorded to tenths of a mil-
limeter. Counts and measurements were made
on the left side of specimens whenever possible.
Subunits of the head are presented as proportions
of head length (HL). Head length and measure-
ments of body parts are given as proportions of
standard length (SL). Measurements follow those
of Ng (1999). The material studied is deposited
in the Museum Zoologicum Bogoriense, Cibinong
(MZB), the Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum
Naturalis, Leiden (RMNH), the Sarawak Museum,
Kuching (SMK) and the Raffles Museum of Bio-
diversity Research, National University of Singa-
pore, Singapore (ZRC).
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