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Schistura aizawlensis, a new species of loach 
from Mizoram, northeastern India 

(Cypriniformes: Balitoridae)

Lalramliana*

Schistura aizawlensis, new species, is described from Muthi River, a tributary of Tuirial River (Barak River drain-
age) in Mizoram, northeastern India. It is distinguished from its congeners in having 5-7 regular broad bars, 
dorsal side of pectoral fin with small tubercles, very low or no adipose crest on dorsal and ventral side of caudal 
peduncle, intestine without loop behind the stomach, and several morphometric and meristic characters. 

* Department of Zoology, Pachhunga University College, Aizawl, Mizoram 796001, India.  
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Introduction

Hill stream fishes of the genus Schistura McClel-
land, 1838 are small benthic fishes, usually inhab-
iting fresh and well oxygenated running waters, 
and are widely distributed throughout Asia, 
Europe and some part of Ethiopia. They are 
characterized by moderately arched mouth; 
lower lip with a median interruption, but not 
forming two triangular pads; diverse color pat-
tern, more or less regular bars; usually a black 
bar (sometimes dissociated) at caudal fin base; 
dorsal fin with one or two black marks along its 
base; no acuminate scales on caudal peduncle; 
caudal fin truncate to forked (Kottelat, 1990). 
Currently, there are about 180 nominal species 
under this genus (Plongsesthee et al., 2011). Dur-
ing the last decade there have been several de-
scriptions, and revisions, of the genus Schistura 
from northeastern India (Vishwanath & Laishram, 
2001; Vishwanath & Nebeshwar, 2004, 2005; 

Vishwanath & Shanta, 2004a-b; Vishwanath & 
Shantakumar 2005; Lokeshwar & Vishwanath, 
2011), and nine species of Schistura have been 
listed (Kar & Sen, 2007; Karmakar & Das, 2007) 
from two major drainages of Mizoram, northeast-
ern India, namely S. corica Hamilton, 1822, S. kang-
jupkhulensis Hora, 1921, S. multifasciata Day, 1878, 
S. ru pecula McClelland, 1838, S. savona Hamilton, 
1822, S. scaturigina M’Clelland, 1839, S. sikmaien-
sis Hora, 1921, S. tirapensis Kottelat, 1990 and 
S. vinciguerrae Hora, 1921, however, the identity 
of some of these species needs confirmation.
 Collections from Muthi River, a tributary of 
Tuirial River (Barak River drainage), Mizoram, 
northeastern India included Schistura species that 
could not be readily identified. Detailed com-
parison of this material with congeners revealed 
it to belong to an unnamed species. The descrip-
tion of species, S. aizawlensis, forms the basis of 
this study.
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