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Schistura prolixifasciata, a new species of loach 
(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae) 

from the Salween basin in Yunnan, China 

Lan-Ping Zheng*, Jun-Xing Yang* and Xiao-Yong Chen*, **

Schistura prolixifasciata, new species, is described from the Salween River drainage, Yunnan, China. It is distin-
guished from all other nemacheiline loaches by the combination of the following characters: slender body, body 
depth 12.3–13.5 % SL; body with 4–7 broad brown bars, wider than interspaces.
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Introduction

The genus Schistura is a genus of small benthic 
loaches and presently includes 186 valid species 
(M. Kottelat, pers. comm.). It is distinguished 
from other genera by the combination of the fol-
lowing characters: nares close together, anterior 
nostril pierced in the front side of a flap, proces-
sus dentiformis present, lower lip with a few 
furrows, and usually with a median interruption; 
usually a black bar (sometimes dissociated into 
two spots or a bar and a spot) at caudal fin base; 
dorsal fin with one or two black marks along its 
base, usually no free posterior chamber of air 
bladder (Zhu, 1989; Kottelat, 1990). Schistura is 
mainly distributed in South, Southeast and West 
Asia, including Afghanistan, eastern Iran, India, 
Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia and Viet-
nam (Bânârescu & Nalbant, 1995). There are 27 
nominal species in China (Zhu, 1989; Zhou & Cui, 
1993; Chen, 1999; Kottelat, 2000; Chen et al., 2005; 
Zhou & Kottelat, 2005), and five of them have 

been recorded from the Nujiang River basin 
(Salween River in China). Schistura kengtungensis 
Fowler 1936, S. poculi Smith 1945, S. longa Zhu, 
1982, S. meridionalis Zhu 1982, Schistura latifascia-
ta Zhu & Wang 1985, S. cryptofasciata Chen, Kong 
& Yang 2005 and S. disparizona Zhou & Kottelat 
2005 have been successively recorded from the 
Salween basin (Chen et al., 2005; Yang & Du, 
2002). However, S. nandingensis has been treated 
as a junior synonym of P. meridionalis by Yang 
(1990), and S. meridionalis has also been transferred 
into the genus of Physoschistura by Kottelat (2000) 
and is now in Pteronemacheilus (Bohlen & Slech-
tova, 2011). Therefore, until now, five valid species 
of Schistura have been recorded from the Salween 
drainage in China.
 A new species was collected from the Men-
gnonghe River, a tributary of the Nangunhe 
River, itself a tributary of the Salween, in Cangyu-
an County, Yunnan Province, China in 2005, and 
is described herein.
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