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Geographic distribution, habitat,
colour pattern variability and synonymy
of the Amazon killifish Melanorivulus schuncki
(Cyprinodontiformes: Rivulidae)

Pedro H. N. Braganca®, Pedro F. Amorim* and Wilson J. E. M. Costa*

Melanorivulus schuncki is first recorded for a vast geographic area of the eastern Brazilian Amazon between Rego
Grande River, Amapa state, and the lower Amazonas River basin, Para state. It was found in shallow parts of
clear and black water streams, as well as in broad flooded areas, both in the edge of the forest and in open savan-
nah. Some variability in colour patterns of unpaired fins in males is first recorded. Rivulus albae is formally rec-
ognized as a junior synonym of Melanorivulus schuncki.

Melanorivulus schuncki é registrada pela primeira vez para uma vasta drea geografica do leste da Amazonia bra-
sileira entre o Rio Rego Grande, Estado do Amapa, e a bacia do baixo Rio Amazonas, Estado do Para. Ela foi
encontrada em partes rasas de riachos de dgua clara e negra, assim como em amplas dreas alagadas, tanto na
borda de floresta como em savana aberta. Uma pequena variabilidade em padroes de colorido de nadadeiras
impares em machos é registrada pela primeira vez. Rivulus albae é formalmente reconhecida como um sindnimo
junior de Melanorivulus schuncki.

Introduction of us (PHNB and PFA) found several populations

of M. schuncki along a vast geographic area both

During a faunal survey of the Amapa state, north-
ern Brazil, in February 2010, the biologists Andre
De Luca and Fabio Schunck found a new species
of Melanorivulus, then considered as a subgenus
of Rivulus. That species, subsequently named as
Rivulus schuncki by Costa & De Luca (2011), was
collected in a stream near the village of Vila Nova,
Anauerapucu River drainage, Amazonas River
basin. This was the first record for Melanorivulus,
now considered as a valid genus (Costa, 2011),
north of the Amazonas River. Subsequently, two
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north and south of the Amazonas River, including
the Amazonas River basin itself and small iso-
lated coastal basins north of the Amazonas River.
More recently, the same taxon was described as
a new species, Rivulus albae by Valdesalici et al.
(2011). The objectives of the present study are: to
extend the geographic distribution of M. schuncki
on the basis of new collections, to record some
variability in habitat and colour patterns, and to
formally recognize R. albae as a junior synonym
of M. schuncki.
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