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Glyptothorax scrobiculus, a new species of sisorid catfish
(Osteichthyes: Siluriformes)
from northeastern India

Heok Hee Ng* and Lalramliana**

Glyptothorax scrobiculus, new species, is described from the Tuirial River and tributaries of the Tuivai River in
Mizoram, northeast India. It differs from all congeners in having a furrow running along the entire length of the
ventral surface of the pectoral spine. The significance of the furrow is briefly discussed, and it is thought to arise
from the posterior expansion of the adhesive surface of the pectoral spine.

Introduction

The catfish family Sisoridae is one of the largest
families of Asian catfishes, comprising of about
170 species in 22 genera (Ferraris, 2007). The most
speciose genus of the Sisoridae, Glyptothorax,
represents almost half of this diversity (approxi-
mately 80 species) and is known from hillstreams
and swift-flowing rivers from the Euphrates
River drainage of eastern Turkey eastwards to
the Yangtze River drainage and southwards to
the Indian subcontinent and the Greater Sunda
Islands. Just over more than half of all Glyptotho-
rax species (nearly 40) are known from the Indian
subcontinent, although the taxonomy of these
species is poorly understood (Ng, 2005).

During ichthyological surveys conducted in
the Tuirial River and tributaries of the Tuivai
River, all of which are part of the Barak River
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drainage (itself part of the Surma-Meghna River
system), the second author obtained specimens
of Glyptothorax that could not be readily identified.
Further research revealed this unidentified Glyp-
tothorax to belong to an undescribed species,
which is described here as G. scrobiculus.

Materials and methods

Measurements were made point to point with
digital calipers and data recorded to tenths of a
millimeter. Counts and measurements were made
on the left side of specimens whenever possible,
following Ng & Dodson (1999). Subunits of the
head are presented as proportions of head length
(HL). Head length and measurements of body
parts are given as proportions of standard length
(SL). Fin-ray and vertebral counts were made
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