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Bangana musaei, a new cave fish from central Laos 
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat* and Helmut Steiner**

Bangana musaei, new species, is described from caves in the Xe Bangfai drainage (a tributary of the 
Mekong) in central Laos. It is distinguished from all other species of the genus Bangana by its whitish 
body and absence of eyes. Incisilabeo (type species Labeo behri) is revalidated.
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Introduction

Large karst areas are known from Laos. The ex-
plorations of these formations is still at its begin-
ning, but a variety of caves have been discovered, 
several of them with endemic, specialised animals. 
Two fish species have already been described 
from the caves of Laos, Troglocyclocheilus kham-
mouanensis (see Kottelat & Bréhier, 1999) and 
Schistura kaysonei (see Vidthayanon & Jaruthanin, 
2002). 
 The study of the fish fauna of Laos is only 
slightly more advanced and about 510 species are 
known from the country (Kottelat, 2001, updated). 
About 300 of them have been first recorded from 
the country in the period 1996-2000. 128 species 
discovered in Laos and new to science were de-
scribed between 1998 and 2000 (Kottelat, 1998, 
2000; Ng & Kottelat, 1998, 1999, 2000a-c; Ng, 
1999a-c; Chen et al., 1999; Kottelat & Bréhier, 1999; 
Fang & Kottelat, 1999, 2000; Britz & Kottelat, 

1999a-b; Kottelat & Ng, 1999; Chen & Kottelat, 
2000; etc.). Most of Laos is drained by the Mekong 
River. The Xe Bangfai is one of the few Mekong 
tributaries that have been the subject of a detailed 
study, in relation with hydropower projects 
(Kotte lat, 1998). Most of the drainage of the Xe 
Bangfai lies in a karstic landscape (see, e. g., Kot-
telat, 1998) and 7.0 km of its course are under-
ground. The tunnel was first reported by Pierre-
Paul Cupet (1900: 191, map 8 [202 of translation]) 
who reached the downstream entrance around 
18 March 1890. Cupet was part of the Pavie Mis-
sion that mapped most of Laos, Vietnam and 
Cambodia. He reported that the cave was imprac-
ticable [to boat, as opposed to the tunnel on the 
Nam Hinboun that he visited earlier] and that 
access was made dangerous by large rocks. The 
cave is also mentioned by Pavie (1906: 51 [p. 398 
of translation]). The tunnel was first crossed by 
Paul Macey in March 1905 (Macey, 1908, 1911) 
and later, in 1995, by Mouret et al. (1996, 1997a-b). 
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