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Rivulus schuncki, a new species

of the killifish subgenus Melanorivulus,
from eastern Brazilian Amazon
(Cyprinodontiformes: Rivulidae)

Wilson J. E. M. Costa* and Andre C. De Luca

Rivulus schuncki, new species, is described from the Anauerapucu River drainage, lower Amazonas River basin,
northern Brazil. It is distinguished from all other species of the subgenus Melanorivulus by its pointed snout in
lateral view, 12 rows of scales around the caudal peduncle, bright green bars on the flank and caudal fin in males,
flank dark brown with small light gray spots on ventral part in females, pelvic fin without dark gray or black
anterior margin in females and by the absence of red bars or dots arranged in chevron-like pattern on flank.
Rivulus schuncki constitutes the first record of the subgenus Melanorivulus north of the Amazonas River.

Rivulus schuncki, sp. nov., é descrita da drenagem do rio Anauerapucu, bacia do baixo rio Amazonas, norte do
Brasil. Ela se distingue de todas as outras espécies do subgénero Melanorivulus pela presenga de focinho pontia-
gudo em vista lateral, 12 fileiras de escamas em torno do pedtnculo caudal, barras verde brilhante no flanco e
nadadeira caudal de machos, flanco castanho escuro com pequenas manchas cinza claras na parte ventral em
fémeas, nadadeira pélvica sem margem anterior cinza escura ou negra em fémeas e pela auséncia barras ou
pontos vermelhos arranjados em padrao de divisa no flanco. Rivulus schuncki constitui o primeiro registro de uma
espécie de Melanorivulus ao norte do rio Amazonas.

Introduction Costa & Brasil, 2008). Among the 11 species en-
demic to the Amazonas river basin, all are re-
stricted to the southern tributaries of the Amazo-

nas River, including the Tocantins, Araguaia,

Melanorivulus is a diversified killifish clade with
a broad geographic distribution in central and

northeastern South America (Costa, 2006a). A to-
tal of 34 valid species have been recorded from
the Paraguay, Parand, Sdo Francisco, Parnaiba,
and Amazonas river basins (Costa, 1989, 1991,
2003a-b, 2005, 2006b, 2007a-b, 2008a-e, 2009, 2010;
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Xingu and Tapajos river drainages (Costa, 1991,
2005, 2006b, 2007a, 2008a, 2009, 2010). The new
species herein described constitutes the first re-
cord for a species of Melanorivulus north of the
Amazonas River.
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