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Capoeta turani, a new species of barbel
from River Seyhan, Turkey
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Miifit Ozulug* and Jorg Freyhof**

Capoeta turani, new species, from Seyhan drainage, southern Anatolia, is distinguished from other Anatolian
Capoeta by having 64-70 total scales in lateral line, head and lateral body silvery with few distinct, small black
spots in adults and juveniles, last simple dorsal-fin ray strong, spinous, strongly serrated and shorter than head.
Capoeta barroisi persica and C. b. mandica from Iran are re-examined. Capoeta mandica represents a valid species; the

status of C. b. persica is not yet clear.

Introduction

Cyprinids of the genus Capoeta represent a lineage
of west Asian barbels closely related to the genera
Barbus and Luciobarbus (Durand et al., 2002). Ca-
poeta was reviewed by Karaman (1969) who
recognized seven species (C. barroisi, C. buhsei,
C. capoeta, C. fusca, C. pestai, C. tinca, C. trutta).
Capoeta buhsei and C. fusca are restricted to Iran
while the other species are endemic to or occur
also in Turkey. Karaman (1969) also recognized
14 subspecies of C. capoeta, while other authors
treated several of them as distinct species (Bana-
rescu, 1999; Turan et al., 2006a-b). Turan et al.
(2006a) partly reviewed the C. tinca species group
in Turkey and Turan et al. (2006b) did so for the
C. capoeta species group. One additional species
was described recently as C. erhani from River
Ceyhan (Turan et al., 2008). As a result, 16 species

of Capoeta are presently recognized in Turkey
(C. angorae, C. antalyensis, C. baliki, C. banarescui,
C. barroisi, C. capoeta, C. bergamae, C. damascina,
C. ekmekciae, C. erhani, C. kosswigi, C. pestai, C. sie-
boldii, C. tinca, C. trutta, C. umbla).

Karaman (1969: 41) hypothesized that C. bar-
roisi, C. pestai and C. trutta are closely related.
Capoeta erhani also belong to this group of species,
called the C. trutta species group by Turan et al.
(2008). The taxonomic status of two Iranian
nominal subspecies of C. barroisi s still unresolved
(Coad, 2005) and they are re-examined here:
C. b. persica from Lake Zariwar in River Tigris
drainage and C. b. mandica from River Mond
(Karaman, 1969; Bianco & Banarescu, 1982). In
2007, we collected an additional species of the
C. trutta species group in the lower River Seyhan
drainage. It was initially identified as C. barroisi
in the field following Balik (1988), Karaman (1969)
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