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Feeding habits of Rachoviscus crassiceps
(Teleostei: Characidae)
in a coastal Atlantic rainforest stream, southern Brazil

Vinicius Abilhoa*, Leonardo Pussieldi Bastos* and Fabio Wegbecher**

Feeding habits of Rachoviscus crassiceps were investigated. Samples were collected between April 2003 and Janu-
ary 2004 in a black water stream of the coastal Atlantic rainforest in southern Brazil. The diet, evaluated by
qualitative and quantitative methods, included microcrustaceans, aquatic and terrestrial insects, algae, organic
matter and arachnids. Large individuals feed mainly on terrestrial insects, aquatic immature insects (larvae and
pupae) and filamentous algae, whereas small fish feed basically on aquatic immature insects and microcrustaceans.
The species presented an invertivorous feeding habit, and its diet in the studied stream was composed of auto-
chthonous (mainly aquatic immature insects) and allochthonous (mainly terrestrial insects) material.

Neste estudo foram investigados os habitos alimentares de Rachoviscus crassiceps, um caracideo raro e pouco
conhecido. Amostras foram obtidas entre abril de 2003 e janeiro de 2004, em um riacho de dgua escura da Flores-
ta Atlantica Costeira do Sul do Brasil. A dieta, avaliada por métodos quantitativos e qualitativos, inclui micro-
crustaceos, insetos aquaticos e terrestres, algas, matéria organica e aracnideos. Os maiores individuos alimenta-
ram-se principalmente de insetos terrestres, insetos imaturos aquaticos (larvas e pupas) e algas filamentosas,
enquanto que os menores individuos alimentaram-se basicamente insetos imaturos aquéticos e microcrustéceos.
A espécie apresentou hébito alimentar invertivoro, e sua dieta no riacho estudado foi composta por material
autoctone (principalmente insetos imaturos aquaticos) e aldctone (principalmente insetos terrestres).

Introduction sized fish species, which dwell in streams or

shallow water of rivers, showing sometimes a

The coastal drainages in the Atlantic Rainforest
biome of eastern Brazil between southern Rio de
Janeiro and northern Santa Catarina states present
arich and diversified freshwater fish fauna, with
a high number of endemic species (Bizerril, 1994).
These drainages are inhabited basically by small-

high rate of speciation and a high degree of geo-
graphic endemism (Castro, 1999).

Two little-known species of Characidae, Ra-
choviscus crassiceps and R. gracilipes are small-sized
forest-dwelling fish that inhabits preferably black
water streams of Brazil’s coastal drainages (Weitz-
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