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Pseudobagrus nubilosus, a new species of catfish 
from central Vietnam 
(Teleostei: Bagridae), 

with notes on the validity of Pelteobagrus and Pseudobagrus

Heok Hee Ng* and Jörg Freyhof**

Pseudobagrus nubilosus, new species, is described from the Song Vinh Tranh river drainage in central Vietnam. It 
is easily distinguished from congeners in having fewer branched anal-fin rays (9-10 vs. 13-22) and a unique com-
bination of: dorsal-spine length 14.0-16.9 % SL, pectoral-spine length 13.6-16.7 % SL, length of adipose-fin base 
10.6-14.3 % SL, smooth anterior edge of the pectoral spine, and a color pattern consisting of cream blotches on a 
brown body. The evidence for Pelteobagrus and Pseudobagrus as natural groups is also reviewed and discussed. 
Pelteobagrus is hereby considered a junior synonym of Pseudobagrus.
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Introduction

Pseudobagrus species are small- to mid-sized ba-
grid catfishes that inhabit streams and rivers 
throughout East Asia. They are diagnosed by the 
presence of a rounded, truncate or emarginate 
caudal fin and the invasion of the adductor man-
dibulae onto the dorsal surface of the neurocra-
nium (Mo, 1991). The monophyly of Pseudobagrus 
and its sister taxon, Pelteobagrus, has yet to be 
conclusively demonstrated (Ng, 2003). There are 
currently 28 valid species of Pseudobagrus (Lee & 

Kim, 1990; Mo, 1991; Watanabe & Maeda, 1995; 
Zheng & Dai, 1999; Watanabe et al., 2002; Naseka 
& Bogutskaya, 2004; Li et al., 2005).
 During an ichthyological survey of the river 
drainages in central Vietnam undertaken by the 
second author, a species of Pseudobagrus was 
obtained, which could not be reliably identified 
as any of the nominal species of Pseudobagrus (or 
Pelteobagrus). Further study has shown it to be 
undescribed, and we describe this species here 
as Pseudobagrus nubilosus new species.
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