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On the spelling of the scientifi c name 
of the lake minnow Phoxinus percnurus 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Nina G. Bogutskaya*, Izyaslav M. Kerzhner* and Viktoria V. Spodareva*

The specifi c name of the lake minnow (Phoxinus percnurus) was spelled both percnurus and perenurus on different 
sheets in the original description due to the replacement of a damaged type c by e by the type-setter during 
printing. The spelling percnurus is selected as the correct original spelling.
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Phoxinus percnurus (Pallas, 1814), the lake minnow, 
is widely distributed in Northern Asia and in a 
few restricted localities in Eastern Europe.
 Spelling of the name, perenurus or percnurus, 
raised controversy (Kottelat, 1997; Bogutskaya & 
Naseka, 1997). The spelling perenurus had been 
used (Dybowski, 1876, 1877, 1916; Berg, 1900; 
Gratzianov, 1907) before Berg (1907a) brought the 
spelling percnurus into use. Berg (1907a: 199) wrote 
“Pallas in Zoographia called this species percnurus 
(from percnos, eagle, and urus, tail), (my colleague 
G. G. Jacobson pointed to this explanation), all 
other authors, however, beginning from Günther 
read perenurus, which has no sense”. Relatively 
recently a number of authors began using the 
name perenurus again (e.g., Kottelat, 1997; Boguts-
kaya & Naseka, 1997).
 The disagreement originates because the name 
is spelt in different ways in different copies of 
volume 3 of Pallas’ Zoographia Rosso-Asiatica.
 The history of the Zoographia Rosso-Asiatica, 
and especially volume 3, is discussed in detail by 

Baer (1831), Sherborn (1934), Sclater (1947) and 
Svetovidov (1976, 1978). The facts relevant to the 
P. percnurus/perenurus problem are reviewed 
below.

There are several versions of typography and 
contents of the volume 3 of Zoographia Rosso-Asi-
atica. There had been delays in publishing the 
printed part of the volume because of the long 
(many years) interval in etching and printing the 
plates, and the publication proper (in the sense 
of Art. 8 of the International Code of Zoological 
Nomenclature) was protracted (Baer, 1831). Ac-
cording to Baer, the printing of the text of the 
volume 3 was fi nished in 1814 and had been 
supervised by Tilesius since Pallas had left to 
Berlin and died in 1811.
 There are differences between various copies 
of the volume. Most noteworthy is that the copies 
circulated after 1831 contain an Index and a List 
of Contents and also a page of comments by Ti-
lesius on the causes of the delay in publication. 
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