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Homaloptera parclitella, 
a new species of torrent loach from the Malay Peninsula, 

with redescription of H. orthogoniata 
(Teleostei: Balitoridae)

Heok Hui Tan* and Peter K. L. Ng  *,  **

Homaloptera parclitella, new species, from the Malay Peninsula, differs from H. orthogoniata, from Borneo, in having 
two dark brown saddle blotches on dorsum (vs. three) as well as possessing more lateral, predorsal and caudal 
peduncle scales. Homaloptera orthogoniata is redescribed from type and fresh material; and a lectotype is designated.
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Introduction

The genus Homaloptera, of the tribe Balitorini, 
sub-family Balitorinae of the family Balitoridae, 
is found throughout the Sunda Shelf, Indochina, 
and the western Ghats of India. The genus is most 
probably polyphyletic and currently consists of 
a complex of at least fi ve subgenera (Kotte lat, 1998: 
270) – Homaloptera van Hasselt, 1823; Balitoropsis 
Smith, 1945; Homalopteroides Fowler, 1905; Homa-
lopterula Fowler, 1940; and the group of three 
species from southern India. These southern In-
dian species (H. menoni Shaji & Easa, 1995; 
H.  montana Herre, 1945; H.  pillaii Indra & Rema 
Devi, 1981) may not, at all, belong to Homaloptera, 
and their generic status remains uncertain (see 
Pethiyagoda & Kottelat, 1994: 109). The above 
groupings are based on body shape, mouth shape, 
coloration, body pattern, snout shape and ven-
trum scalation (Alfred, 1969; Kottelat, 1998). The 

polyphyly of the genus Homaloptera is corrobo-
rated by our molecular analysis (unpubl.).
 We have examined a large series of material 
identifi ed as H. orthogoniata from various localities 
in Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia, Sarawak, Ka-
limantan Barat and Kalimantan Timur and found 
that the populations from Thailand and Peninsu-
lar Malaysia are specifi cally distinct from the 
Bornean ones. This species is here described as a 
new species, H. parclitella.

Material and methods

Material examined is deposited in: CMK, collec-
tion of Maurice Kottelat, Cornol; RMNH, Natio-
naal Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden; and ZRC, 
Zoological Reference Collection, Raffl es Museum 
of Biodiversity Research, National University of 
Singapore, Singapore. All measure ments are 
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