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Nothobranchius ditte, a new species of annual killifish
from the Lake Mweru basin
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(Teleostei: Nothobranchiidae)

Béla Nagy*

Nothobranchius ditte, new species, is described from seasonal habitats from the Katate River system in the Lake
Mweru basin in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. It belongs to the N. brieni species group, which is char-
acterised by male coloration of anal and caudal fins with proximal portion spotted and with subdistal and distal
bands. Nothobranchius ditte is distinguished from all other members of the species group by the unique combina-
tion of following characters in males: anal and caudal fins with red-brown spots and irregular stripes proximally,
with orange subdistal band and dark brown distal band.

Une nouvelle espece, Nothobranchius ditte, est décrite des marais éphémeres du systeme fluvial de la riviere Katate
dans le bassin du Lac Moero en République Démocratique du Congo. Cette espece est identifiée comme apparte-
nant au groupe d’especes de N. brieni, dont il montre les caracteres diagnostiques des males: nageoires caudale et
anale avec la partie proximale ponctuée et avec une bande distale et une bande subdistale. Nothobranchius ditte se
distingue de tous les autres membres de ce groupe d’especes par la combinaison unique des caracteres suivants des
males : nageoires anale et caudale a la partie proximale avec des taches et rayures irrégulieres rougeatre-brunes,
et avec une bande subdistale orange et une bande marginale brune.

Introduction

The cyprinodontiform fish genus Nothobranchius
Peters, 1868 is currently composed of 76 valid
species. Species occur in river drainages of east-
ern and south-eastern Africa that are subject to
seasonal rainfall (Seegers, 1997; Watters, 2009).
All known species have an annual or semi-annual
life cycle (Peters, 1963) and reproduce in the sea-
sonally arid savannah biome (Nagy, 2015). They
inhabit temporary pools and swamps during
the rainy season (Skelton, 2001), where the eggs

*

Ichthyol. Explor. Freshwaters, Vol. 28, No. 2

undergo development and diapause in the clay-
rich vertisol substratum through the dry season
(Watters, 2009; Reichard, 2015). Nothobranchius
species show marked sexual dimorphism and
are highly dichromatic; the typically elaborately
pigmented, colourful males contrast against the
slightly smaller and dull coloured females (Jubb,
1981; Wildekamp, 2004). The distinctive colour
pattern of the males provides important diagnos-
tic characters (e.g. Wildekamp, 1978; Jubb, 1981;
Nagy, 2014a-c). Nothobranchius species generally
show little intra-specific morphological variation.
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