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Araichthys loro, 
a new genus and species of suckermouth armored catfish 

from the upper rio Tapajós basin, Brazil 
(Siluriformes: Loricariidae)

Claudio H. Zawadzki*, Alessandro G. Bifi** and Sandra Mariotto***

Araichthys loro, a new genus and species of the suckermouth armored catfish family Loricariidae, is described from 
the rio Papagaio and tributaries, rio Tapajós basin, Mato Grosso State, central Brazil. Araichthys is distinguished 
from all other genera of the Ancistrini by features of body and head plates, odontodes of breeding males, and 
osteology, and by the absence of an adipose fin. A phylogenetic analysis of morphological characters obtained 
Araichthys as part of a monophyletic group that also includes Pseudolithoxus, Ancistrus and Lasiancistrus based on 
the presence of a large gap with a strut between the anterior process of the pterotic-supracleithrum and its main 
body, three rows of plates at thinnest part of caudal peduncle, fleshy tentacles on snout with a sheath partially 
detached from odontodes, and small tentacles on pectoral fins partially detached from odontodes.
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Introduction

With about 250 species, Ancistrini Kner, 1854 
comprises those suckermouth armored catfishes 
usually bearing a modification on the opercle 
as a bar or sickle-shaped structure, a tall levator 
arcus palatini crest and a vertically orientated pre-
opercle (Armbruster, 2004). Ancistrini currently 
lacks a definition and the most comprehensive 
systematic investigation of this group was recently 
performed by Lujan et al. (2015). Most ancistrins 
are small to medium-sized loricariids and include 

many species with bold and colorful body pat-
terns – making them popular in the ornamental 
aquarium fish trade, where they are known as 
plecos. Ancistrins are distributed throughout 
most of the neotropics from southern Costa Rica 
southward to Argentina (Fisch-Muller, 2003; Fer-
raris, 2007). However, most species have a very 
restricted distribution and they are mainly found 
in fast water habitats.
 During the 2004 Transcontinental Catfish Ex-
pedition, and in some later field trips, a peculiar 
loricariid species was collected from the rio Pa-
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