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Occurrence of the giant freshwater stingray 
Urogymnus polylepis in Sumatra, Indonesia 

(Chondrichthyes: Dasyatidae)

Muhammad Iqbal* and Indra Yustian**

Urogymnus polylepis is known from several drainages in Southeast Asia but had not been reported from Sumatra. 
We compile records of U. polylepis from local newspapers, internet and interview with local people; supported 
with photographs and other evidence. There are 12 confirmed records between 2008 and 2016, from estuaries to 
about 170 km inland.
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Introduction

Several species of stingrays of the family Dasyati-
dae are known to enter or to live permanently in 
freshwaters in Asia (Kottelat, 2013). One of them 
is the giant Urogymnus polylepis. The species was 
first described from freshwaters in 1990 from the 
Chao Phraya River in Thailand as Himantura chao-
phraya (Monkolprasit & Roberts, 1990). Later, Last 
& Manjaji-Matsumoto (2008) compared material 
from Java, Thailand, Sabah and India and found 
that H. polylepis (Bleeker, 1852) is the valid name 
of the species. Last et al. (2016) revised the clas-
sification of the family Dasyatidae and the species 
is now called Urogymnus polylepis.
 Urogymnus polylepis belongs to a group of spe-
cies found mainly in fresh water and characterized 
by large body size, reportedly attaining more 

than 600 kg and 2 m disc diameter (Monkolprasit 
& Roberts, 1990; Kottelat et al., 1993). The spe-
cies is assessed by IUCN as Endangered A2bcd 
(Vidthayanon et al., 2013). This species is known 
from several disjunct freshwater localities in 
South and Southeast Asia, from India to eastern 
Indonesia (Last et al., 2010), although the presence 
and identity of some of the reported populations 
requires confirmation (Vidthayanon et al., 2013). 
 In Indonesia, U. polylepis is recorded from 
Java (type locality: Batavia [Jakarta], most likely 
from the Ciliwung drainage) and Kalimantan 
(Monkolprasit & Roberts, 1990; Last et al., 2010; 
Vidthayanon et al., 2013). It is unknown in Su-
matra. For example, fish surveys in Batanghari 
drainage did not report this species (Tan & Lim, 
1998; Tan & Kottelat, 2009). In this paper, we 
compile the records of U. polylepis in Sumatra. 
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