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Farlowella mitoupibo, a new species of stick catfish
from the upper Guaviare River, Orinoco basin, Colombia
(Teleostei: Loricariidae)

Gustavo A. Ballen***, Alexander Urbano-Bonilla***** and Jhon E. Zamudio** ****

Farlowella mitoupibo, new species, is described from the upper Guaviare River in Colombia. It is diagnosed by
the presence of a disjunct midabdominal plate series, four lateral plate series on the anterior portion of body,
long snout and hexagonal anterior median lateral plates. The relationships of F. mitoupibo within the genus, and
specifically with regard to species of the F. acus species group are discussed.

Farlowella mitoupibo, una nueva especie, es descrita para la parte alta del rio Guaviare en Colombia. Se diagnostica
por presentar una serie medial disyunta de placas abdominales, cuatro series de placas laterales, hocico largo, y
placas de la serie medial hexagonales. Se discuten las relaciones de F. mitoupibo dentro del género, en particular

con las especies del grupo F. acus.

Introduction

The Loricariidae (armored catfishes) is the most
species-rich family of the order Siluriformes with
more than 915 valid species. One of its subfami-
lies, the Loricariinae, includes 238 valid species
(Nelson et al., 2016). Fishes in this subfamily are
recognized by an elongated and strongly de-
pressed caudal peduncle, and by the lack of an
adipose fin (Covain & Fisch-Muller, 2007). A great
morphological variation has been observed in this
subfamily, which has led to the recognition of 31

genera, several of them monotypic, and others
with a moderate to large number of species such
as Farlowella, Harttia, Loricaria, Loricariichthys and
Rineloricaria (Ferraris, 2007).

Among Loricariinae genera, Farlowella is
distinguished by its elongate and slender body,
pronounced rostrum, dorsal fin slightly anterior
to the anal fin, and brownish color with two
lateral dark stripes beginning at the tip of the
rostrum, passing over the eyes and ending at the
tail (Covain & Fisch-Muller, 2007). In a revision
of the genus by Retzer & Page (1996), species of
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