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Curimatopsis maculosa, 
a new species from the Rio Tapajós, Amazon basin, Brazil 

(Teleostei: Curimatidae)

Bruno F. Melo*, Richard P. Vari** and Claudio Oliveira*

Curimatopsis maculosa, new species, is described from the middle portion of the Rio Tapajós, a southern tributary 
of the Rio Amazonas. It differs from all congeners by the presence of a pointed small, rotund spot of dark pig-
mentation overlying the posterior most midlateral scales and the base of the middle caudal-fin rays together with 
morphometric and meristic features. It shares two synapomorphies with C. macrolepis and C. microlepis, related to the 
postorbital portion of head and an upturned mouth, and is hypothesized to be most closely related to those species. 

Curimatopsis maculosa, nova espécie, é descrita do médio Rio Tapajós, um tributário ao sul do Rio Amazonas. 
A nova espécie difere das demais congêneres pela presença de uma pequena mancha negra, arredondada e afilada 
posteriormente, cobrindo as últimas escamas da série médio-lateral e a base dos raios medianos da nadadeira 
caudal, juntamente com características morfométricas e merísticas. A nova espécie compartilha duas sinapomorfias 
com C. macrolepis e C. microlepis relacionada com a porção pós-orbital da cabeça e a presença de boca terminal 
voltada para cima, sendo hipotetizada como relacionada a essas espécies.
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Introduction

Curimatopsis Steindachner, 1876, is a distinctive 
genus of the characiform family Curimatidae 
composed of species of relatively small body 
sizes. Members of the genus are characterized 
by a distinctly rounded anterior margin of the 
maxilla, an absence of a laterosensory canal seg-
ment in the first infraorbital and a reduction of the 
laterosensory system along the body with pores 
restricted to the anterior portion of the body (Vari, 
1982a, 1989). Species of Curimatopsis are broadly 
distributed in the Orinoco, Amazon and Paraguay 

river basins as well as some drainages in the 
Guianas (Vari, 1982a-b; Sidlauskas & Vari, 2012). 
 In his revision of Curimatopsis, Vari (1982a) 
restricted the genus to four species (C. cryptica 
Vari, 1982a, C. evelynae Géry, 1964, C. macrolepis 
Steindachner, 1876, and C. microlepis Eigenmann 
& Eigenmann, 1889) and advanced eight synapo-
morphies for the genus. These synapomorphies 
are also present in a fifth subsequently described 
species, C. myersi Vari, 1982b, an endemic to 
the Rio Paraguay basin. Vari (1982a) proposed 
a sister relationship between C. macrolepis and 
C. microlepis based on two synapomorphies – the 
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