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Psilorhynchus konemi, 
a new species of torrent minnow from northeast India 

(Teleostei: Psilorhynchidae)

Bungdon Shangningam* and Waikhom Vishwanath*

Psilorhynchus konemi, new species, is described from the Chakpi River, Chindwin basin in Manipur, northeast 
India. It is distinguished from other members of the Psilorhynchus homaloptera species group by a combination of 
characters including colourations on the body dark olive, unbranched pectoral fin rays prominent dark brown and 
caudal fin with small melanophores and an incomplete black bar. With the new species, five species of Psilorhyn-
chus occur in the Chakpi River. Psilorhynchus konemi, P. microphthalmus and P. rowleyi belonging to P. homaloptera 
species group inhabit clear water swift current while P. breviminor and P. chakpiensis of the P. balitora species group 
inhabit sluggish water with sand and pebble bottom.
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Introduction

The torrent minnows of the genus Psilorhynchus 
McClelland, 1839 includes 26 species distributed 
from the Ganga-Brahmaputra drainage to Ataran 
River drainage through Peninsular India and 
southern Tibet (Rainboth, 1983; Conway & Kot-
telat, 2007, 2010; Arunachalam & Muralidharan, 
2008; Shangningam & Vishwanath, 2013a-c; 
Lalramliana et al., 2014; Conway & Britz, 2015). 
 Six species of Psilorhynchus, viz., P. breviminor, 
P. chakpiensis, P. maculatus, P. microphthalmus, 
P. ngathanu and P. rowleyi are distributed in the 
Chindwin basin of Manipur.
 The Chakpi River, an important head water 
of the Chindwin basin in Manipur, originates in 
the mountain peaks of Tengnoupal at an eleva-
tion of 1041 m asl near Larong village bordering 
the Indo-Myanmar region in the Chandel district 

of Manipur. The river flows southwest, joins the 
Manipur River at Sugnu and then flows 3 km 
southward through a narrow gorge to join the 
Chindwin River in Myanmar.
 During an ichthyological survey of the river, 
specimens of an unnamed Psilorhynchus belonging 
to P. homaloptera species group were encountered, 
whose formal description is provided in the pre-
sent paper.

Materials and methods

Measurements were made on the left side of the 
specimens point to point with digital callipers to 
the nearest 0.1 mm. Counts, measurements and 
description follow Conway et al. (2013). The num-
ber in parentheses after a specific count indicates 
the frequency of that count. Fin rays and num-
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