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Liniparhomaloptera macrostoma,
a new hillstream loach from Hunan Province, China
(Teleostei: Gastromyzontidae)

Tiejun Wu***, Lihui Xiu* and Jian Yang™* ***

Liniparhomaloptera macrostoma, new species, is described from Hunan Province, south China. It is distinguished
from its congers by having 8 branched dorsal-fin rays, more lateral line scales (82-100), relatively wider mouth

and lower lip separated into two parts.

Introduction

The family Gastromyzontidae (sensu Kottelat,
2012) are fishes with small size and widely
distributed in Southeast Asia. They are charac-
terised by having a single simple unbranched
pectoral and pelvic ray and well adapted to fast
flowing river, with their flat ventral surface and
laterally expanded pectoral and pelvic fins. Gas-
tromyzontidae were divided into four groups by
Chen (1980), and Liniparhomaloptera along with
Plesiomyzon, Parhomaloptera and Annamia were
placed in Parhomalopterini group, which have the
lower corner of the gill opening extending onto
the ventral surface of head, and a small mouth
width. Liniparhomaloptera was established by Fang
(1935) with Parhomaloptera disparis Lin 1934 as type
species. Later, two more species were described
in China, L. giongzhongensis Zheng & Chen 1980
from Hainan Province and L. obtusirostris Zheng &

Chen 1980 from Guangdong Province. The genus
is distinguished by having the rostral fold with
four notches to accommodate rostral barbels, the
notches create three lobes of the rostral fold be-
tween the barbels; the lower lip is simple, without
papillae anteriorly and without postlabial groove.

We describe here a new species of Liniparhoma-
loptera.

Material and methods

Measurements were taken with digital calipers
and data recorded to 0.1 mm. Most measure-
ments and counts made on the left side whenever
possible, following the methods of Chu & Chen
(1989). Predorsal length was measured from tip of
the snout to the dorsal-fin origin; body width was
measured at the dorsal-fin origin; head width was
measured at opercle; mouth width is the distance
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