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Mystus nanus, a new striped catfish from Sri Lanka 
(Teleostei: Bagridae)
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and Madhava Meegaskumbura****

Mystus nanus, new species, is described from lowland streams, rivers and reservoirs throughout Sri Lanka. Previ-
ously misidentified in Sri Lanka as M. vittatus, the new species is distinguished from its Indian and Sri Lankan 
congeners by having two cream stripes along the flanks, a black hypural blotch, the distal margin of the dorsal 
fin rounded, eye diameter 19-22 % head length, adipose-fin base length 25.3-31.4 % standard length, and the 
posterior cranial fontanelle ending about an eye-diameter anterior to the base of the supraoccipital process.
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Introduction

The genus Mystus has been considered to be rep-
resented in Sri Lanka by four species: M. ankutta 
Pethiyagoda, Silva & Maduwage, 2008, M. gulio 
(Hamilton, 1822), M. vittatus (Bloch, 1794) and 
M. zeylanicus Ng & Pethiyagoda, 2013. The only 
striped species of Mystus in the island was origi-
nally identified as Macrones tengara by Günther 
(1864). Almost all subsequent authors, however, 
uncritically followed Day’s (1877) identification 
of this species as Macrones vittatus (e. g., Duncker, 
1912; Deraniyagala, 1932; Munro, 1955; Mendis & 

Fernando, 1962; Senanayake, 1980; Pethiyagoda, 
1991). This fish, however, has been suspected for 
some time to be distinct from M. vittatus s. str. 
(type locality: Tranquebar, Tamil Nadu, south-
ern India) (e. g., see Ng & Pethiyagoda, 2013). 
Here, based on fresh collections from Sri Lanka, 

we show the Sri Lankan striped Mystus to be a 
distinct species and provide it with a description 
and a name.

Materials and methods

All measurements were made using digital 
calipers and recorded to the nearest 0.1 mm. 
Counts and measurements were made on the left 
side of specimens wherever possible, following 
the methods of Ng & Kottelat (2013). We refer 
to the ‘white of the eye’, the region surround-
ing the pupil, as the sclera. Head length (HL) 
and measurements of the body are represented 
as proportions of standard length (SL), while 
subunits of the head are given as proportions of 
head length. Values in parentheses after a count 
represent the frequency of that count. Specimens 
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