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Brevibora exilis, a new rasborin fish from Borneo
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Te-Yu Liao* and Heok Hui Tan**

Brevibora exilis, new species, is described from the Kahayan and Sebangau basins, Kalimantan Tengah, Borneo,
Indonesia. It is distinguished from its congeners, B. cheeya and B. dorsiocellata, by 10 circumpeduncular scales (vs.
12), anterior outline of dorsal-fin blotch ranging from 2 unbranched ray to first four or five branched rays with
transparent inter-radial membrane between 1¢ and 2" unbranched rays (vs. blotch extending from 1*t unbranched
ray and inter-radial membrane between 1* and 2" unbranched rays not hyaline), and relatively more slender
body (body depth 19.3-24.7 % SL, vs. 24.4-26.7). It is further distinguished from B. cheeya by the incomplete lat-
eral line with fewer perforated scales (6-10 vs. 25-30), a shorter head, a smaller caudal peduncular depth, a
shorter caudal peduncule, a smaller prepectoral length, and shorter dorsal fin. It is further distinguished from
B. dorsiocellata by having more scales along the lateral-line row (28-31 vs. 25-27).

Introduction

Morphological phylogenetic analysis of the com-
posite genus Rasbora has led to establishing four
new genera based on the cladogram of Liao et al.
(2010). Rasbora remains the most speciose genus
with new species being continuously described
(Hadiaty & Kottelat, 2009; Kottelat, 2008, 2012;
Kottelat & Tan, 2011, 2012; Lumbantobing, 2010;
Silva et al., 2010; Tan, 2009). Brevibora is one of
the four new genera, easily distinguished from
other rasborins by a black blotch on the dorsal
fin. It is further characterized by a peculiar later-
al-line pattern with two minor descending sec-
tions, instead of a gentle depression, between
pectoral and pelvic-fin insertions (Liao et al., 2010:

fig. 8; Fig. 1a). In addition to these two conspicu-
ous characters, the genus is diagnosed by palatine
process rectangular with a narrow base (Liao et
al., 2010: fig. 2B) and fewer predorsal vertebrae
(Liao et al., 2010).

Brevibora dorsiocellata was the only recognised
species when the genus was established (Liao et
al., 2010), with a broad distribution in the Malay
Peninsula, Sumatra and Borneo (Brittan, 1954;
Roberts, 1989; Tan & Kottelat, 2009). Further study
on the specimens from the Malay Peninsula and
Sumatra has resulted in the description of the
second species, B.cheeya. The lateral line of
B. cheeya is complete while it is incomplete in
B. dorsiocellata (Liao & Tan, 2011). Brevibora cheeya
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