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Pseudolaguvia assula, a new species 
of crypto-benthic sisorid catfish from central Nepal 

(Teleostei: Sisoridae)

Heok Hee Ng* and Kevin W. Conway**

Pseudolaguvia assula, new species, is described from the Ganges River drainage in Nepal. It differs from all con-
geners in having the following combination of characters: eye diameter 9-13 % HL, head length 29.4-32.4 % SL, 
head width 21.7-24.8 % SL, pectoral fin length 27.6-32.5 % SL, pectoral-fin spine length 23.3-28.3 % SL, smooth 
anterior margin of dorsal-fin spine, 4-6 serrae on posterior margin of dorsal-fin spine, dorsal-fin spine length 
20.3-24.8 % SL, body depth at anus 13.7-16.2 % SL, adipose-fin base length 13.1-17.2 % SL, caudal peduncle length 
15.4-17.0 % SL, caudal peduncle depth 7.0-8.3 % SL, 28-29 total vertebrae and almost uniformly brown body 
without distinct pale bands or stripes.
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Introduction

Catfishes of the sisorid genus Pseudolaguvia are 
tiny, crypto-benthic inhabitants of small to large-
sized rivers draining the foothill areas of the 
Himalayan, Indo-Burman, Shan Hills and West-
ern Ghats mountain ranges (Britz & Ferraris, 2003; 
Ng, 2005b; Britz et al., 2013; Ng et al., 2013). De-
spite a superficial resemblance in overall morphol-
ogy to Glyptothorax, Pseudolaguvia belongs to a 
distantly related group of sisorids (referred to as 
the “erethistid” catfishes) characterized by a 
prominent postcoracoid process, that includes 
Ayarnangra, Caelatoglanis, Conta, Erethistes, Ere-
thistoides and Hara (Ng, 2006).
 Currently, seventeen species of Pseudolaguvia 

are considered valid, with the majority being 
discovered only within the last ten years (Britz & 
Ferraris, 2003; Ng, 2005a-b, 2009; Radhakrishnan 
et al., 2011; Britz et al., 2013; Ng et al., 2013). 
Recent examination of Pseudolaguvia material 
collected throughout the Rapti River basin (Gan-
ges drainage) in central Nepal during the 1970s 
lead to the discovery of an additional species, 
which we describe as Pseudolaguvia assula.

Materials and methods

Measurements were made point to point with 
digital calipers and data recorded to tenths of a 
millimeter. Counts and measurements were made 
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