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Mystus zeylanicus,
a new species of bagrid catfish from Sri Lanka
(Teleostei: Bagridae)

Heok Hee Ng* and Rohan Pethiyagoda™**

Mystus zeylanicus, new species, is described from lowland rivers and reservoirs of Sri Lanka. It differs from most
South Asian congeners in having a long-based adipose fin, and differs from those having a similar-shaped adipose
fin by mensural characters of the eye, head, dorsal-fin spine, body depth and caudal-peduncle depth, as well as
its uniformly gray color pattern. The status of the other siluriform species known from Sri Lanka is also briefly

discussed.

Introduction

The catfish family Bagridae is a conspicuous
component of the siluriform fauna of South and
Southeast Asia. Within the family, the moder-
ately speciose genus Mystus Scopoli 1777 (with
nearly 40 species) consists of small- to medium-
sized fish found predominantly in freshwater
habitats in West, South and Southeast Asia. Mys-
tus is almost certainly a paraphyletic group
(Hardman, 2005) whose diversity remains poor-
ly studied, as evidenced by the spate of redescrip-
tions and new-species descriptions published in
recent years (e.g. Darshan et al., 2011, 2013; Ng,
2012).

There are four species of Mystus known from
Sri Lanka (Pethiyagoda et al., 2008): M. ankutta
Pethiyagoda, Silva & Maduwage 2008, M. gulio
(Hamilton, 1822), M. cf. seengtee (Sykes 1839) and
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M. vittatus (Bloch, 1794). The species identified as
M. cf. seengtee has been known for some time to
be distinct from M. seengtee s. str. from southern
India (Chakrabarty & Ng, 2005). Here we confirm
its distinctiveness and describe it as Mystus zey-
lanicus.

Materials and methods

Measurements were made point to point with
digital calipers and data recorded to tenths of a
millimeter. Counts and measurements were made
on the left side of specimens whenever possible,
following Ng & Kottelat (2013). Subunits of the
head are presented as proportions of head length
(HL). Head length and measurements of body
parts are given as proportions of standard length
(SL). Fin-ray and vertebral counts were made
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